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These Considerations 


UR 49" ISSUE! Septenary 

users will understand its 

importance. With it Con- 

siderations has opened its 
own web site (the work of the brightest 
member of our editorial staff, born 
during Volume II at 01:56 UT on Oc- 
tober 2, 1985: 41N12, 73W44). While 
we hope the site will attract newcomers 
to the magazine, its main purpose is to provide subscribers with informa- 
tion not easily available. As the wheel indicates, our houses include com- 
prehensive indexes of past articles by subject and by author, a listing of 
all data that has ever appeared in the magazine, articles, information 
about the current issue, and much else. 

Over the past fifteen years we have published many fine articles by 
talented astrologers. These will doubtless attract casual web surfers. We 
are however giving priority to adding articles from our early years, espe- 
cially those now out of print. Expect a new article to be added each week. 

Another of the houses will provide information about both the upcom- 
ing and the current issue of the magazine. Besides discovering what to 
expect, this is where to find out when your copy was mailed to you. 

Be sure to visit us at http//:www.considerations-mag.com. 

The current issue includes several writers new to Considerations: Fritz 
Giildner & Richard Vetter (both Berlin born), Ruth Baker & Russell Park- 
inson from England, and Rumen Koley of Bulgaria. Fritz explains the Huber 
method of Age Progression, using cosmobiology to enhance it; Richard chal- 
lenges the very basics of how we view astrology; Ruth and Russell provide ho- 
rary interpretations; and Rumen gives a rationale to the timing of directions. 

In addition, we have Shelagh Kendal who surely needs no introduction — 
no one is likely to forget Hal Barnell's bleeding-heart Diana in Shelagh's last 
far-sighted offering. Hideaki Kokubi returns with four horaries. Karen Chris- 
tino is obviously not stuck in a rut. In the past we've had ‘Secrets of the Incas! 
and college students’ thoughts on astrology, now she celebrates the cantanker- 
ously brilliant Al H. Morrison and lists some of his insightful aphorisms. Stan 
Riddle continues to explain the ) in the signs, here in Fire, doing so in a man- 
ner that makes me wish I'd read this series several decades ago. Maurice 
McCann's explanation that the aspect orbs we all use today are really the con- 
cept of one man earlier this century is important, it may prompt you to rethink 
how you define aspects. 

This 49" Considerations also has my own comments on our Pinnocio presi- 
dent, Data, some important Books & Software are reviewed, and there are in- 
teresting comments in Let's Consider. Enjoy. 


Age Progression & Cosmobiology 
The Life-Clock Re-examined. 


FRITZ H. GULDNER 


Astrology is like viewing a radar-screen rather than a photograph 
you see blurred dots and patterns on the screen, static or moving in 
various directions, and it depends on your knowledge, experience and 
intuition to be able to interpret their meaning correctly. 


AM OFTEN reminded of these words of Ajarn Kao, the Dean of 
Science and Professor of Astronomy at Khon Kaen University in 
Thailand, who is also a renowned astrologer, when I use and com- 
pare various astrological techniques, trying to extract meaning from 
stellar patterns. As a scientist, I prefer event-oriented astrology and pay 
less attention to psychological intricacies that are difficult to test and 
verify. Events are clear and measurable. One either falls in love, marries, 
separates, moves, travels, succeeds, suffers a mental or physical trauma, 
dies or doesn't at a given time. The aim of astrological analysis must be 
to interpret and time events correctly more often than chance would al- 
low, i.e. in significantly more than 50 % of the cases. K. N. Rao! esti- 
mated that a good Vedic astrologer is correct on average in about 80 % 
of pre- and post-dictions. This still leaves 20 % failures, and every at- 
tempt should be made to improve this rate further, if at all possible. 
When I came across the Life-Clock, the Age Progression method of 
Bruno and Louise Huber® of Zurich in Switzerland, I was intrigued by 
its validity and beautiful simplicity. Although the authors strongly em- 
phasize the value of the method for recognizing psychological develop- 
ment, spiritual growth etc., and valiantly try to minimize the importance 
of events and any hint of "fortune telling", they still had to admit that 
feelings were often triggered by events, such as the death of a parent 
causing distress as an emotional response. This made me wake up and 
take note. Here, we have a contact of the "Age Point" (see below) with 
stellar bodies, which symbolizes an event causing great sadness at a 
given time. It is anchored in the chart concerned, it can apparently not be 
avoided and is therefore fated and predictable. On the other hand, feel- 


" Rao, K. N. Learn Vedic Astrology without Tears. Ranjan Publ., New Delhi, 
India, 1994. 

? Huber B. and Huber L. Lifeclock. Practical Techniques for Counseling Age 
Progression in the Horoscope. Vol. I and II. Samuel Weiser, Inc., York Beach, 
Maine, USA 1986 
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ings can build up and lead to an event, which again appears as a stellar 
combination on the chart with similar implications. 


Fig 1: Prince Charles, born 9:14 p.m. GMT, 14" November 1948, 
London (51N30, 0W10). Geocentric, Koch houses, true &2 
The House cusps are numbered according to the Huber principle 
of Age Progession (i.e. 6 years per House): 
ASC = O years, 2” cusp = 6 years, 3 = 12, etc. 


In the Age-Progression method, an "Age-Point" (= AP) starts at the 
Ascendant at the time of birth and progresses counterclockwise around 
the chart (geocentric, tropical), taking six years to traverse each House* 
(see Fig. 1), and therefore 72 years to travel around the whole chart. If a 
person lives longer than that, the AP starts anew from the Ascendant for 
another round. In a normal 30°-sized House, the AP passes over 5° in one 
year (30° + 6 years = 5° per year). In larger Houses of persons born fur- 
ther away from the equator, the AP races forward covering more than 5° 
per year while also aspecting a relatively larger number of stellar bodies. 
In small Houses, it "crawls" along transiting over only a few degrees 
each year and contacting relatively fewer planets. Thus, the AP may take 
between three and twelve years to pass over one Sign. 

When the value of degrees calculated for one year in a given House is 
divided by twelve, we get the value for one month (in minutes), and from 


3 Koch Houses must be used! Other House system do not seem to work for this 
method 
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here we can estimate values for a week or half a week. This is usually 
sufficient and — at least for me — the fastest way to calculate the position 
of the AP with reasonable exactness. If we want to be even more exact, 
we can divide the year-value by 365 and get the value for a day (in sec- 
onds), which is then multiplied by the appropriate number of days be- 
tween the last birthday and the day of the event. However, values gained 
in this way deviate only a few minutes — if at all — from those pro- 
duced by the month/week approach. Thus, the position of the AP can be 
easily calculated for a given date. Equally, the progression of the AP can 
be monitored, simultaneously keeping track of the aspects it forms with 
various stellar bodies/points, and being 
aware of a change of speed when it enters 
a new House of different size. 

The Hubers work with aspects of 30° 
and multiples of this, and do not consider 
other aspects like semisquares and ses- 
quisquares. As I am strongly influenced 
by Cosmobiology, I have developed a 
special preference for all the so-called 
"hard" aspects (¢, 2, 0, © & &), which 
according to Reinhold Ebertin* are more 
indicative of events than "soft" aspects. ig: 2: The 90 Degree 
This is partly corroborated by the Dial with the symbols of 
Hubers who state that conjunctions and ‘he Cardinal, Fixed & 
oppositions of the AP with stellar bod- Mutable Signs in each of 
ies are correlated with events and that the three 30° sectors. 
squares indicate "uncomfortable situa- 
tions". With my personal bias for hard aspects, I discarded all the others 
and sat out to modify the Age-Progression method by using cosmobi- 
ological principles. 

To do this, it became necessary to use the 90 Degree Dial (Fig, 2) in 
order to easily detect semi- and sesqui-squares, which are seen as oppo- 
sitions in the Dial, whereas conjunctions, oppositions and squares appear 
as conjunctions. This is because in the 90 Degree Dial all cardinal signs 
are represented in the first 30° (i.e. the first third of the Dial), all fixed 
signs in the second third, and all mutable signs in the last 30°. Some 
computer programs (e.g. Solar Fire, which I use) will convert a normal 
chart into a Dial. If this option is not available, a master copy of an 


* Ebertin R. The Combination of Stellar Influences (popularly known as COSI) 
American Federation of Astrologers, Inc., Tempe, Arizona, USA 1993 (In Ger- 
man: Kombination der Gestirneinfluesse, Ebertin Verlag). Direct quotations 
from COSI are shown in italics. 
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empty Dial could be obtained, and in subsequent copies the positions of 
stellar bodies and other points can be transcribed onto the Dial copy. 

In the Dial, all hard aspects formed by the AP with stellar bodies and 
points can be seen as conjunctions and oppositions. However, hard as- 
pects with midpoints or "half-sums" should also be examined, something 
the Hubers did not consider. For this purpose, we need a transparency 
with an aspect-finder copied onto it, which may have to be adapted in 
size to fit into the Dial. A cork plate and a needle complete our set of 
tools. The Dial copy is put onto the cork plate and the transparency is 
concentrically placed over it. A needle is then stuck into the center point 
of both the aspect-finder and the Dial, holding them together and ena- 
bling rotation of the transparency against the Dial. Now, the search for 
midpoints can begin. For our purpose, the main arrow of the aspect- 
finder represents the AP, which is placed over the degree calculated for a 
special event. In Solar Fire V4, aspects to midpoints can be easily ex- 
amined on the Dial with a movable pointer that can serve as the AP. 

In the first few of the following examples I will explain in detail the 
calculation of the position of the AP and the nature of the aspects it 
makes with stellar bodies and points. Identifying the different aspects is 
not really necessary as all the various hard angles appear to have a simi- 
lar strength and can therefore be expressed with the sign "=" according to 
cosmobiological rules (e.g. instead of AP OB, I use just AP = P). As- 
pects are usually within 1° applying or separating. "Exact aspect" means 
that the AP is within 20’ applying or separating from the partile position. 


RINCE CHARLES 
Pp: became the Heir Apparent 
on 6 February 1952°, due to his 
mother's unexpected Accession of the 
Throne. He was then just 3 years and 84 
days old. 
To calculate the position of the AP, 
we must first find the size of the Ist 
House in degrees and minutes (5°23 Q 


SN 
to 27°59’ QQ = 22° 36') and divide this \CA, 
vide \ j 


& 
value by 6, which gives us the value for 
one year (22° 36 + 6 = 3° 44’). To get 
the value for 84 days, we divide 3° 44° 
(or 224') by 365 and multiply by 84, 
which gives 52’. Now, we add to the Ascendant degree (5° 23’ Q) three 
times the year value (= 11° 12') plus 52’ and reach the position of the AP 


* The source for this and other dates in the life of Prince Charles is Charles by 
A. Holden. Fontana/Collins, London, 1988. 
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at 17° 27° Q (ic. 47° 27' on the Dial, see Fig 3). Here, the AP is ¢ B 
(having separated already by 54’). The AP is also exactly opposite the 
o&/MC midpoint and applies to semisquare the }/ midpoint. This is ex- 
pressed as AP = P= o'/MC, = D/h. 

The AP passing over E indicates the fateful change in Charles' life, 
o&/MC signals advancement in standing, and )/* inherited or assigned 
position (inherited from a woman, his mother!), possibly also sadness, 
isolation according to COSI. At this age, Charles could not have possibly 
grasped the consequences of this fateful turn in his life, although it is 
likely that he was emotionally affected by all the attention given to his 
family and himself. It makes sense that the loss of freedom and the in- 
creased pressures to "behave" is likely to have caused him more sadness 
than joy. 


Fig. 3: 90 Degree Dial for Prince Charles becoming 
the Heir Apparent on 6"" February, 1952. 
The AP (arrow) points to 47°27’ (AP = P= oe = J/4) 


2. He first traveled overseas in April 1954, when he was 5 years and 5 
months old. The AP is moving toward the end of the Ist House. Now, we 
can either add the value for 5 years (18° 40’) to the Ascendant plus the 
value for 5 months (19' x 5 = 1° 35’), or — more easily — subtract the 
value for 7 months (2° 09') from the cusp of the 2nd House (27° 59' Q). 
Both methods give us 25° 50” QQ (i.e. 55° 50' on the Dial). Here, the AP is 
conjunct to the midpoint between 4 and P (AP = 4/P), which is mean- 
ingful as one of the meanings of % is travel. The main signification of 
this midpoint (hard struggle) makes it questionable whether he found it a 
pleasant experience. 


N 
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3. Charles started school on 28 January 57, when he was 8 years and 75 
days old. One year in the 2nd House is 3° 46' and the equivalent for 75 
days is 46 minutes. Thus, the AP comes to 6° 17' Tl (i.e. 66° 17’ on the 
Dial). At this point, the AP has separated from * by slightly more than 
1°, forming a square to the midpoint between the O and o” and a sesquis- 
quare to )/ MC (AP = = Ole" = YMe, changing life objectives, ad- 
vancing in life through own effort, overcoming difficulties). 


4. His 18th birthday was special, not only because he reached officially 
sanctioned maturity at this age, but also because he was made a Coun- 
sellor of State. He had now become Heir of the Throne in his own right. 
The AP was exactly at the 4th House cusp at 13° Libra 16' (i.e. 13° 16' on 
the Dial), where it is on the IC, opposite the MC, and also applying to # 
(AP = MC, = ¥). The indications relate to profession and standing, (with 
the natal position of ¥ ¢ IC pointing to a lifetime of professional travel 
by air and sea, and natal ¥ situated in the midpoint 9/MC indicating dis- 
appointments in love, with a peculiar attitude to the problem of love and 
unexplainable dislikes and aversions being further options according to 
Ebertin. 


Fig.4: 90 Degree Dial for Prince Charles for his marriage to Diana on 29" 
July, 1981. The AP (arrow) points to 22°17" (AP = JA = We = IY 


5. On 29 July 1981, Charles married Diana Spencer. At this age (32 
years 8 months and 2 weeks), the AP was in the 6th House, having 
passed its cusp (11° 13” ) on his 30th birthday. One year in this House 
is equivalent to 4° 05', and one month is 20°. Thus, the marriage-AP is on 
22° 17° & (i.e. 22° 17' on the Dial) where it is exactly conjunct the D/¥ 
midpoint and squares Mc (see Fig. 4). It also applies within 1° to D/P 
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(AP = DM = WMc = D/P — marriage, entering into a relationship with a 
woman, with ¥ adding an unstable influence to the combination). 


6. His eldest son Prince William was born on 21" June 1982. Prince 
Charles was 33 years, 7 months and | week old, and the AP had moved 
forward to 25° 44' % (i.e. 25° 44' on the Dial), exactly on the 9/Q mid- 
point, and forming a sesquisquare to the 9/ASC midpoint (AP = 9/Q = 
9/As — entering into a love-relationship, love-union). 


7. The birth of his second child, Prince Harry, followed on 16" Septem- 
ber 1984. Prince Charles' age was then 35 years and 10 months, with the 
AP on 04° 43! ss (i.e. 34° 43” on the Dial, see Fig. 5), applying to the De- 
scendent within less than 1°. Thus, AP = ASC (applying) = o (applying) 
= Q (exact) = )/¥ (separating) = O/P (exact) — making contact, love for 
another person, birth. 


Fig. 5: 90 Degree dial for Prince Charles — birth of Prince Harry on 
16" September, 1984. AP points to 34°43" (AP = ASC = Q= JP = OR & 
applying to 0). 


8. Separation from Diana was officially announced on 9" September 
1992. Charles was about 2 months short of 44 years of age, bringing his 
AP to 5° } (i.e. 65° on the Dial), where it was exactly & 4 (AP = 4). 
Earlier the AP had passed over difficult midpoints, revealing the strong 
and publicly known tensions that led to separation and finally divorce 
(e.g. AP = Hf = J/c", followed by AP = MC = b/Q= PVASC, then AP = 
Of» = S/F = ¥/c%, finally leading to the full aspect with *). 


Guldner: The Lifeclock Re-examined 


9. Divorce with decree nisi absolute was on 28" August 1996, when 
Charles' age was 2 months short of 48 years, and the AP had reached 
19° 46' }{ (i.e. 79° 46' on the Dial) applying to the cusp of the 9th House. 
Thus, AP = {= ASC = (applying by 1° 11') o*. This appropriately sym- 
bolizes the situation at hand. Typically, a full aspect to ASC or the Q can 
mean forming a contact/relationship, but also severing it (see also Dis- 
cussion). 0” adds the aggressive component to the combination. 


10. Diana died on 31 August 1997 after a car accident in Paris, an event 
that must have affected Charles gravely. At this time, Charles' age was 
2% months short of 49 years. AP (at 24° H, or 84° on the Dial) = )/R =» 
/MC = */¥. No comment needed! 


dren, and of attempting to murder two other children in order to 
save a faltering relationship with her boyfriend. Her case is de- 
scribed and analyzed by Edna Rowland.°in True Crime Astrology. 


D= DOWNS was convicted of murdering one of her chil- 


J. She had married at the age of 18% on November 13, 1973. Her AP 
had just transited over the IC into the 4" House and was applying within 
less than 1° to the $/Q and o'/Q midpoints (union on the basis of physical 
attraction, partnership, and because the MC is also involved: marriage). 


2. Her first child was born on October 7, 1974. Diane’s age was then 19 
years and 2 months, with the AP being at 8° 41’ TI. Here, AP = wy — 
happy mother. 


3. The second child arrived on January 10, 1976. Diane’s age was 20 
years and 5 months with the AP situated at 13° 13’ I. Thus, AP = K= 
J/ASC — mother, sudden event in the life of a woman involving others. 


4. A third child was delivered on December 29, 1979 when she was 24 
years and 144 days. The AP had entered the 5" House and was at 27° 41’ 
TI (AP = 4 = W2 = dQ =KR — birth, creation of new conditions, Previ- 
ously, the AP had been ¢ U at 25° 08’ II, which forms a somewhat wide 
semisquare with 2 at 8° 09° Q, pointing to an extramarital love union, 
which reportedly took place during her marriage. It is therefore quite 
possible that the third child was the result of an extramarital relationship. 


5. Diane Downs was divorced from her husband in 1981 (exact date not 
given) which puts the AP close to 4° & (AP = 8/ASC = ¢/ASC = WR — 
dispute, loss). 


6 Rowland, E. Trve Crime Astrology. Llewellyn Publ., St. Paul, USA, 1996 
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Fig. 5: Diane Downs 
7:35 PM, MST (+7:00), 7 August 1955 
Phoenix, Arizona: 33N27, 112W04 
Geocentric, Tropical, Koch Houses, True Node. 


Fig. 6: Diane Downs’ 90 Degree Dial — Murder of child, May 19, 1983. 
The AP (arrow) points to 11°16’ & (AP = R= YMC = oMC = YQ 


ll 
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6. A fourth child was born on May 7, 1982 (age: 26 years and 273 days, 
AP at 7° 13’ @). The AP = ) = 9 = o/R = 2 /MC = WMC =B/ASC — 
traumatic birth, mother, success, changing circumstances. 


7. On May 19, 1983, the murder took place while she was travelling 
with her children on a highway. She was then 27 years and 9 months old, 
with the AP situated at 11° 16’ & (see Fig. 6). This point forms an exact 
semisquare with P and is also exactly square to the midpoints §/MC and 
o&/MC, while applying to K/Q and separating from $/Q (AP = B = 8/MC 
= 0 /MC = ¥/Q — fateful, rash and resolute action, bad influence, break- 
down of a relationship). 


8. Although she claimed that a stranger had attacked her and her chil- 
dren, she was eventually convicted of murder on June 17, 1984 (age: 28 
years and 10 months, AP at 15° 46’ &). Just 10 days afterwards, she de- 
livered her fifth child. At this time, AP = )/¥(exact) = 9/Q (applying) = 
P/MC (separating) — crisis, sudden ruin, turn in life through Force 
Majeure, birth. 


For Jackie, I have packaged the dates according to themes (separa- 

tion/divorce of parents, engagements/marriages, births and deaths). 
As readers will now be more knowledgeable about the procedures, I will 
describe AP positions more briefly with a 
few comments based on the interpretations 
given in the two previously cited books by 
Ebertin.. 


op iors KENNEDY-ONASSIS 


l-a. Parents separate: official on 1 Octo- 
ber 1936. AP 20°40' & = 9K = 9/2, = H/Q 
= QASC (separation from loved ones, up- 
sets). During the preceding 12 months, the 
AP had passed over B who forms a square 
with the ) (emotional upheavals) and \W¥ 
(scandal through instability, loss) 


1-b. Parents divorce in August 1940 

AP = 4°30'Q = O = o/4 = DQ =BIQ = K/MC 

Jackie was much more attached to her father than to her mother. The di- 
vorce resulted in physical separation from her father who moved else- 
where. It therefore makes sense that the © (father) takes a prominent 
place in this planetary picture throwing a hard aspect to the midpoint 
ol (separation from a man = father), but association with a woman = 
mother (= )/Q), with imposition of ruthless will of others and upsets sig- 
nified by the remaining midpoints. 


12 
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Fig. 7 


Jacqueline Kennedy-Onassis 
6:30:04 a.m. GMT (rectified by Isaac Starkman) July 28" 1929 
Southampton, New York: 40N53, 72W23 


2-a. Engagement I (with John Husted) on 21* January 1952. 

AP = 1°57' = = Q = O/F = O/MC = Yo" = BK = K/ASC. This picture is 
quite typical for an exciting love-union that is followed by disappoint- 
ment. 


2-b, Engagement II (with Jack Kennedy) on 25" June 1953. 
AP = 12°40' = = MC = O/2 = WQ. No comment needed! 


2-c. Marriage I (with Jack Kennedy) on 12" September 1953, 

AP = 14° 12' == ¥ = MC = O/ASC = D/K = WQ = O/* = KR = YMC. 
(contact, recognition, advancement of personal interests, success and 
sudden change of circumstances, advantageous association/marriage, 
but also dark warnings: separation through death, sudden great and 
fateful change) 


2-d. Marriage II (with Aristotle Onassis) on 20" October 1968. 

AP = 5° 43' 6 = D/P = YW = WASC = ¥/4 = PR = HR = B/ASC (mar- 
riage with a much older man, contact, journey, fateful love, desire for 
success and radical change of circumstances, but /h and several mid- 
points involving P indicate a rapid cooling of the relationship and an 
early end, see below). 


13 
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Fig. 10: 
90-DegreeDial of Jackie Kennedy-Onassis' birth chart 
The arrow points to 0” = KA2 (with 5/ preceding), one of the most problematic 
planetary pictures in her chart. Hard aspects to o” were accompanied by the 
death of a son and of her two husbands. 


3-a. Miscarriage in October 1955. 
AP = 28°29' = = oc’ = K/Q. — sudden dangerous/operation proce- 
dure/event in relation to somebody else. 


3-b. Stillbirth on 23" August 1956 
AP = 3°55' L= © = WQ=P/IN= d/h — entering association but tragic 
destiny, separation, death of fetus. 


3-c. Birth of a daughter on 27" November 1957 
AP = 12° 31' Ml = o'/K — operation or difficult birth. The AP is also ap- 
proaching the 4/2 midpoint (great happiness). 


3-d. Birth of a son on 25" November 1960 
AP = 0° 04' 4 = ¥ = O/h = D/K = K/R —physical crisis, exhaustion, 
danger of death, birth. 


3-e. Birth of a son (who died two days later, see below) on 7th August 
1963. 

AP = 13° 20' X =o = H/¥ = K/Q —sudden commencement of an asso- 
ciation accompanied by illness and pain, operation. 


Pregnancies and Births were always very difficult and dangerous both 
for Jacky herself and for her children, and she was ill and utterly weak 
for some time after the deliveries. This is clearly reflected by the stellar 


14 
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pictures that look much more daunting and “violent” than those of Prin- 
cess Diana and Diane Downs (see above) 


4-a Death of her father on 3" August 1957 
AP = 10° 17' TL = 4 = O/Q = WX —separation from father, sudden loss. 


4-b Death of her son on 9" August 1963 
AP = 13° 23' ¥ =o" = H/F = KIQ (see 3-e). 


4-c Death of first husband (Jack Ken- 
nedy) on 22" November 1963. 

AP = 14° 43' 2 =o" = K/Q = 4S sudden 
destructive incident and upset together 
with others, love. 


4-d Death of second husband (Aristotle 
Onassis) on 15" March 1975. 

AP = 28° 57' 6 = o* = K/Q (the same as at 
JFK' s death!). 


4-e. Her own Death on 29" May 1994 at 10:15PM 

AP = 15° 30' 8 = O/MC = Dio" = 8/2 = QIK = SIR = HK = H/® 8 loss of 
interest in life, anger, unconsciousness, travel afar, separation by Force 
Majeure, death. Interestingly, planetary pictures aspected by the AP or 
active in Transits, Directions and Progressions at death very often con- 
tain indications for move, travel afar (here 3/¥), ic. a move to another 
place. 

Jacky was diagnosed in December 1993 with Non-Hodgkin Lym- 
phoma, a cancer of the lymphatic system that turned out to be particu- 
larly malignant. Chemotherapy weakened her immune system and she 
acquired pneumonia, which was probably the immediate cause of death 
as Jacky stopped all treatment when it was realized that malignant 
growth rapidly continued and the situation had become hopeless. The 
disease is likely to have started much earlier, possibly about a year be- 
fore the diagnosis when the AP passed over 9° 8, the degree aspecting 
the midpoints 4 /ASC = D/¥ = D/MC = ¥/P = P/MC and shortly after- 
wards over an aspect to %. 

The above list shows good examples how various hard aspects of the 
AP to a given planetary picture go in parallel with similar events. Thus, 
the AP forming aspects with the © and related midpoints (1-b & 3-b) 
was accompanied by tragic separations, and aspects to o” repeatedly re- 
sulted in separations from loved ones through death (4-b, 4-c & 4-d). 

¥ and the closely conjunct IC (or opposing MC, 1° 42’) are likely to 
cooperate sharing most components of their midpoint trees. Some of the 
happier events in Jackie’s life went along with the AP aspecting ¥ and 
the IC-MC, i.e. her engagement and marriage to J. F. Kennedy (2-b, 2-c) 


: 
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and the birth of their son (3-d). However the more dangerous compo- 
nents of this same midpoint tree (O/ & ¥/2) signaled on the one hand 
the early tragic separation from her husband ten years later, and a life- 
endangering birth on the other. 


ISCUSSION 

The above examples show that the progressing AP throws as- 

pects to stellar bodies and midpoints that have meaningful indi- 
cations to events that happened at the time of contact within an orb of +/- 
1° on the Dial. In most cases, interpretations can be done according to 
Reinhold Ebertin’s COSI and the somewhat modified list of indications 
given in his Directions book. Sometimes, it appears more useful to just 
blend the indications of the stellar bodies that form the midpoint. In con- 
trast to traditional Directions and Progressions, the AP moves faster or 
more slowly according to the size of the (Koch) House it has entered. By 
forming meaningful aspects in correlation with time, it supports the va- 
lidity of Koch-Houses. 

The AP aspects the same stellar combination repeatedly with different 
hard angles. While it is circling around the chart, the AP forms hard as- 
pects of various types to given stellar bodies and midpoints from differ- 
ent Houses and Signs. For instance, shortly after birth, the AP may at 
first become conjunct with \ in the Ist House. Subsequently, it forms a 
semisquare with this planet from the 2™ or 3" House, with square, ses- 
quisquare, opposition, etc. following later on. Although hard aspects of 
the AP to the same planet are formed in all these cases, the resulting 
events may not necessarily be identical or have the same potency, be- 
cause the different Sign and House positions of the AP, the additional 
influence of Directions, Progressions, and Transits, and the effects of 
ruling planets of the Vedic Vimshottari Dasa periods can modify the na- 
ture of the events concerned. Persons who have meticulously kept diaries 
of their lives are in the best possible position to study and compare such 
effects. Normally, I would recommend scanning through the successive 
positions of the AP and only starting a more comprehensive analysis 
whenever it applies to a problematic stellar combination. This analysis 
should then encompass an assessment of all full aspects and midpoints 
for Transits, Tertiary Progressions (or alternatively Lunar Returns), and 
Solar Arc Directions (or Secondary Progressions, Solar Returns). By 
checking only full aspects between pairs of stellar bodies and by avoid- 
ing analysis of midpoints, we save a lot of time but are likely to miss vi- 
tal clues. Moreover, significant events do not always show up with full 
aspects between stellar pairs in Directions, Progressions etc, but are in- 
variably indicated by several (at least three) relevant midpoints. (When I 
tead comments that c.g. Solar Arc Directions “do not really work”, I 
strongly suspect that the authors do not go through the trouble of exam- 
ining midpoints, which is of course a laborious exercise). To be eco- 
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nomical with time is obviously of great importance for the professional 
astrologer. I dream of a computer program that is powerful enough to 
simultaneously and synchronously run through Directions, various Pro- 
gressions and Transits (incl. Age Progression), and that rings various 
kinds of alarm tunes as soon as there is a critical mass of confluent stellar 
combinations approaching for a significant event, be it e.g. Love, Mov- 
ing House, Disease or Death, so that we can prepare ourselves with dig- 
nity for any of these options. Maybe, we can then even manage to avoid 
some of the more unpleasant events, although I am not sure what this 
will do to our Karma. 

Reinhold Ebertin in COSI stated rightly that any hard aspect between 
a pair of stellar bodies can produce positive or negative results, and it is 
usually a third planet or point — if present —that signals the positive or 
negative nature of the event, by forming an aspect to the midpoint be- 
tween these two stellar bodies. Thus, a hard o-B connection can mean 
the attainment of success through excessive efforts on the positive side, 
or proceeding in a brutal manner, the misfortune of having to suffer vio- 
lent assaults, injuries on the negative side according to COSI. When now 
the © aspects the midpoint between o and P. it clearly brings a negative 
result: working until breakdown, injury, violent measures, upset, shock. 
By contrast, the Q's aspecting the same midpoint are apt to create posi- 
tive effects, such as joint performance of record achievements, spurring 
others on to better results, setting an example through one's own 
achievement. 

When the AP contacts a stellar body, which itself forms aspects to 
one or several midpoints, a clear answer is given in COSI, and interpre- 
tation is unambiguous. Often, however, the AP aspects a midpoint alone. 
In such cases, one should preferably look up the interpretations in the 
COSI under “Probable Manifestations” for the pair of activated planets or 
points or blend their indications and consider both, positive and negative 
meanings. The resulting uncertainty can then be resolved by checking 
Transits, Tertiary Progressions and/or Lunar Returns for the given date, 
with special emphasis on analyzing midpoints. 

Orbs: Events indicated by the AP in relation to midpoints usually oc- 
cur within an orb of one applying and one separating degree. However, I 
strongly feel that stellar bodies that occur within 2° of orb on either side 
of the AP still (or already) have a clear say in the matter at hand. At the 
time of an event, the AP often forms several aspects to different stellar 
bodies and midpoints. At least one or two of these aspects are then “ex- 
act” (which for me means that the aspect is within 20' of being partile), 
while the remaining aspects are applying or separating within 1°. It ap- 
pears therefore that a given event is triggered by a critical average or 
mean of exact, applying, and separating aspects formed by a critical 
number of stellar combinations in Transits, Directions and Progressions. 
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A conventional set of chart-points is sufficient to define most events. 
By only using AP aspects to the conventional set of stellar bodies, the 
Angles, the Lunar Nodes, and their midpoints (and sometimes ® and 
Vertex), I have been able to define most major events appropriately. In a 
few cases (not shown here), a significant event could not be correlated 
with an aspect to any of the above stellar bodies and points within the 
defined orb. However, adding Uranian planets to the chart immediately 
provides a great number of new full aspects and midpoints. It is of course 
clear that many astronomical forces work on us, and interested readers 
may want to examine the possible influence of Uranian Planets, Trans- 
Pluto, Planetary Nodes, Fixed Stars, East-Point, Arabian Parts and oth- 
ers. On the one hand, this creates the danger of cluttering the chart and 
getting completely lost in an astrological jungle, but on the other hand it 
may create exciting possibilities to pinpoint and map out a great number 
of minor and major events in our lives, 

Just as “marriage” or “separation” are accompanied by different cir- 
cumstances and implications, given events are expressed in different 
combinations of” aspects to stellar bodies and midpoints, as it can be 
seen from Ebertin’s COSI and lists of midpoints for Directions. The 
same holds for the Age Progression and patterns formed by the AP. At a 
later stage, I hope to provide comprehensive lists of indications in rela- 
tion to events and accompanying circumstances. 

Relocation: If applicable, I have found it to be essential to examine 
the progress of the relocated AP in parallel to the natal one, as both give 
valuable results that complement each other. Relocation may cause the 
AP to temporarily shift away from hard aspects with a problematic stellar 
combination, because the Angles and House cusps change in relation to 
stellar bodies. At some stage, however, the AP will approach a point 
where it will again throw a hard aspect to this combination concerned 
which may motivate another move. Trying to escape from a major crisis, 
e.g. death, we could theoretically spend our lives leap-frogging around 
the globe in front of the Grim Reaper. Whether or not the re-positioning 
of the AP can by itself alone modify, avert or foster the occurrence of 
certain events needs further studies, I suspect that it has a strong influ- 
ence, but it may have to be accompanied by simultaneous changes in ap- 
propriate combinations (confluence!) especially involving the Angles in 
Directions and Progressions, etc. (see above). 

Converse AP? The Hubers have only described an anti-clockwise 
(direct) movement of the AP, but there is no reason to reject the possibil- 
ity that it also “works” by progressing into the opposite direction (con- 
verse movement). In fact, initial tests make me strongly suspect that con- 
verse progression may be just as valid as the direct movement. This 
clearly needs to be studied further. 

Huber’s modified Age-Progression method, as I have described it 
here, is easy to apply and brings valid results within a short amount of 


time. The positions of the AP can be quickly scanned throughout the 
years of life to pinpoint and time events and experiences in sequence. 
Age-Progression enables us therefore to survey the flow of successive 
events more casily than other methods. I believe that this method can 
help to reduce the “blur” of blips on the “radar screen” and to improve 
our predictive capabilities. However, we still have some way to go be- 
fore we can transform the radar screen into something that looks more 


like a photograph. 


The Moon in Fire Signs 
T. STAN RIDDLE 


THE FUNDAMENTAL realignment of the family an- 
cestry required of the native by his family is toward an 
abandoning of restraints and inhibitions. Growth over 


time is to be oriented within the framework of neces- 
sary contention, confrontation and direct action toward selfish aims and 
goals, The immaturity within the parental dyad is perceived as an inade- 
quacy or a difficulty in knowing what is wanted. Criticism and belittling 
between the parents may be over the issue of authentic responsibility for 
simply saying what is on one’s mind (T). Perhaps there is an abuse, un- 
der use or misuse of + qualities by 
one of them, which has led to exces- 
sive compromise, to a consideration 
of the other to such an extent that the 
decisive powers of the ego have been 
annihilated. The reliance upon con- 
tractual consensus (we consciousness) 
may have gone so far that there is a 
loss of faith and trust in the 
individualities of the parental dyad. In 
this event, the parent nurturing the 
infant native would feel proud of any 
actions which expressed unbridled self-confidence, self-centered impul- 
siveness, combativeness or, in short, illustrated the potential competency 
to win, take, overcome obstacles, defeat opponents, or deal with adver- 
sity with resilience. 
The native with ) in T seeks to retain his or her emotional solidarity 
with others through grasping how to be directly competitive in such a 
fashion as to not to alienate others from one's commonality with them. 


Riddle: The Moon in Fire Signs 


Examples of this are the kinship often expressed by opposing lawyers 
after a bitter court battle, slapping each other on the back and congratu- 
lating each other on a battle well fought; the relationship seen between 
professional wrestlers after a staged match is over; and the respect shown 
between professional sports players on opposing teams. Again, this re- 
flects the )'s concern for the possession of humility that drives a deep 
and fundamental inquiry into the roots of necessary confrontation (T) as 
a common human need. Remember that the ) is always aware of the 
waxing and waning of its powers within its sign. 

The ) is concerned with building those good habits which will allow 
the native to avoid offending the standards of the masses, thus ensuring 
the native's security within his own roots. The family is the vehicle in 
which the patterns of acceptable behavior for the future mature life are 
polished and refined, Family life for those with the ) in T emphasizes 
the fluctuating and ephemeral nature of conflict. Here is potentially one 
who truly does not nurse grudges. Any feelings of animosity and enmity 
are “digested” and “absorbed” (both lunar functions) for their essence. 
Only when the time is right, with due regard for proportion and reciproc- 
ity (D), will the native air his just grievances, sufficient attention having 
been given to securing overwhelming emotional support for the neces- 
sary conflict. Since the ) is aware of the inconstancy (the waxing and 
waning) of the power of conflict, patience and organic wisdom are ac- 
cumulated to deal with any opposition or adversity in life. These natives 
feel true to their selves (to their early conditioning) when they do not 
avoid their true interests in order to attain some dubious peace. 


THESE NATIVES are fluctuating and inconstant ()) in 
their expression of self-confidence and pride. There is an 
uncertainty about standing out in acts of creative show. 
The ) Q native gradually learns to take center stage and 
to bask in the lime light through opportunities supported and nourished 
by their friends and family. As they have their own family, they will bask 
in the indirect glow of the special accomplishments of their children (£2). 
The fundamental realignment required by family ancestry is toward slow 
and steady growth of individual creativity and special attentions. The 
symbolism of the ) as a reflection of another’s light, as indirect lighting, 
reveals how this native prefers to share the limelight with others. At the 
least there is a desire to not offend, provoke or distance others by their 
own special attentions. The humility of the ) “hears” the common desire 
to “shine”, as a fundamental need possessed by everyone. The ) takes 
her moment in the sun when the time is right. 
These natives are also very gracious in being an audience for the 
glory of others. There is an inoffensiveness ()) in their manner of ego 
aggrandizement. (Q) 
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As an infant, the native was a vicarious source of pride for the 
wounded ego of one of the parents. The nurturing parent basked in the 
light of those behaviors that exemplified the confidence and creative po- 
tential of the infant native. The infant native, in turn, was aware of the 
feelings of approval evoked by solitary acts of mastery and courage. The 
subconscious ()) conditioning is to find the fulfillment of dominance 
needs and competitive excellence within the circle of emotional solidar- 
ity (D). There is a reluctance to 
alienate and offend by displays of per- 
sonal vanity. Paradoxically, this is a 
position displaying humble pride. 

The soft spot of the native is for 
encouraging friends and family to do 
their best, to live up to their potential, 
and to demonstrate their own 
uniqueness in a sensitive and intuitive 
fashion. There may be an under- 
statement of outer display and 
omamentation in favor of pleasing 
one’s familiars with one’s appearance: a sensitivity to presenting oneself 
so as to please and win admiration from one’s own family. Emotional 
security is found by winning the admiration of one’s family for one s 
unique and special gifts and for nurturing the special gift and ego needs 
of those close to them. These natives can be offended when others fail to 
accord them ego space. They will withdraw from untoward and offensive 
displays of ego that are insensitive to the impact these have on others. 
They will quictly withdraw from those who hurtfully and callously disre- 
gard for the ego needs of others. 

Remembering that the ) is reflective of what it absorbs from its sur- 
roundings and that she seeks to avoid entanglement with alien or foreign 
experiences, one can see that she functions best by reciprocity and elu- 
siveness. She prefers to elude alien influence by avoiding entanglement 
and to instead engage with familiar influences in a moderating and bal- 
ancing reciprocity "according to the ordering of time". Fundamentally 
sound behaviors tempered with a respect for the waxing and waning of 
basic drives are the hallmark of the ). When she is in Q, the creative and 
artistic needs of the self are highlighted for reinforcement through nur- 
turing and supportive family and friends. The ) in Q native intuitively 
avoids people who rain on other people’s parades, preferring instead to 
build a bulwark of close family and friends who naturally raise up and 
protect the vulncrable and sensitive ego. 
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LET US FIRST think about the % archetype (exempli- 
fied by the © in ). % deals with the satisfactions and 
enjoyments of the sensual realm, of the capacity for 


profligacy as a demonstration of faith in the supera- 
bundance of one's own life force, in one’s power to renew life. ¥ repre- 
sents the eternal optimism that accompanies an unshakable faith in one’s 
possession of vital life force for adventure, richness of experience, and a 
conquering passion which knows its capacity to capitalize upon one’s 
own wisdom and belief in self. ~ loves contests. They exult, win or lose, 
in the play: they are born sportsmen, risk takers, and gamblers. They are 
possessed of superior judgment regarding the potential, the innate ca- 
pacities of others in any contest of spirit. ¥ allows the chips to fly and 
land where they may, the arrow to fly and strike what it will. They pos- 
sess a belief in the power of desire to inspire and defeat stagnation. They 
firmly believe in cooperation and generate enthusiasm in unlimited prog- 
ress and great enterprises. 

What does the ) in % really mean? An unspoken divide existed be- 
tween the dyadic parents over the inadequacy, immaturity, and unformed 
(D} character of the attributes of %. This would appear as one parent’s 
refusal or difficulty in spending their resources to satisfy the deep hunger 
of the soul for wealth of experience. Within the parental dyad, there may 
have been a withering criticism by one of the parents over the issues of 
faith in the truth, perhaps a distrust of desire itself. There may have been 
insecurity and uncertainty over the exercise of the type of candid and 
frank openness that disposes while it discloses (%). The nurturing parent 
may have felt uncertain of letting arrows fly for fear of losing a grip on 
the wealth, reputation and class privilege which ~ represents. The sensed 
distrust of surrender to the truth as that which would settle disputes and 
resolve conflicts () in #) involved mother in emotional drain that the 
infant native born with the ) in % came to support. The ) in ¥ baby ex- 
perienced its very being as a chip on the gaming table, its life as the 
spinning roulette ball itself. The experience of life as a gaming, in which 
the child was the center prize between two contestants, made the native 
savvy about desire at its roots, gave it an uncanny feeling for how emo- 
tional winnings involve commitments and promises involving the future. 

) in ¥ persons discovers their emotional security through a life-long 
process of slow, steady assimilation ()) of understanding (7). Family 
ties nurture a common sense ()) approach to encouraging others (%). 
The underlying emotional basis is the capacity to discover in all experi- 
ence the possibilities for positive outcomes. For such a native the path to 
* optimism that life will provide opportunities for the full, rich realiza- 
tion of potential (#) depends upon his or her family ()). The rich harvest 
of potential (7) is sought not only for oneself but for one's family as 
well. There is a humble caring for common sense ()) and a patient, non- 
combative ()) approach to the sporting gibes of one’s fellows. From 
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birth on, this native will have been familiar with the good-natured arrows 
and barbs of insightful prods (’s arrows). The family requires a toned 
tension: ~’s strung, taut bow; no slack-bowed archer. The family’s 
dreams for wealth, upward mobility, and the enjoyment of accumulated 
resources require the candid release (letting fly “’s arrow) of quick ob- 
servations about the truth of things. 

According to the ancient Hellenistic 
tradition, the ) rules the nocturnal sect and 
the nocturnal chart (born at night) 
emphasizes the principle of the “other” (see 
Bob Schmidt's Project Hindsight). 
Acquaintance with the principles of the 
“same” and the “other” allows the 
astrologer to quickly capture the essence of 
the soul of a native. The ), according to 
Schmidt, is more comfortable with the 
principle of the “other”. This writer sees the 
) (the other) as reflective of comfortable participation, mutual influence 
and a certain non-centering that is at ease with environmental surround- 
ings. If comfortable participation with the emotional ambience can then 
be seen as the )’s function, we would expect this ) in x native to be at 
home ()) with all enterprises considered to be of great cultural merit: the 
law, medicine, banking, investments, entrepreneurial endeavors, etc. The 
native hungers ()) for all things of a ~ nature: tending to wealth accu- 
mulation and extension of influence, being eager for affluence and up- 
ward mobility, and trusting in those institutions that provide for cultural 
prosperity and dominance. This may be evoked in a sympathetic or emo- 
tional concern ()) for the affairs of higher education (), investment in 
the stock market, economics and politics in general, and all cultural 
matters: the opera, ballet, theatre, etc. 

Underlying ~ is the will and/or zeal to provide means for all to fulfill 
their aspirations and to realize their aims. The nurturing function of the ) 
within this dynamic attaches the native to all who strive for the “brass 
ring” in an unfailing interest to help the “other” realize their dreams. 
Faith in the future (%) exemplifies this native’s underlying emotional 
foundation, and support will always be forthcoming for all who would be 
dynamic players in the affairs of civilization. This is a position of com- 
passion ()) for all cultural visionaries — artists, developers, dreamers, 
entrepreneurs, risk takers, and gamblers — for the right to sit at the table 
of the “Horn of Plenty”. There is an unfailing ease with the wealthy, the 
wise, the ambitious, the eager, and the positive. Slowly but surely, this 


one will become a player. 
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Does Astrology Need 
the Stars? 


What the ancient thinking is 
all about 


RICHARD VETTER 


STROLOGY DEALS with symbols. That is to say, we should 

not understand the planets and signs too literally, absolutely. 

The stars — by which I mean the planets, signs and all else 

within a horoscope — are simply signposts, references to a 
metaphysical realm. They are indicators, similar to the thermometer 
measuring a certain degree; but neither being nor making the tempera- 
ture. They are similar to the hands of a clock telling us the hours and 
minutes; the hands themselves having nothing to do with time as such. 
The stars do not generate our personalities or fate. The celestial objects 
are simply the physical representatives, to some extent the copies of tran- 
scendental (invisible, immaterial) energies. These otherworldly princi- 
ples reigned in Plato’s ideal world; they are comparable to the mystical 
numbers of Pythagoras, to the biblical Elohim, the emanations of a su- 
preme divine unity, In its beginnings, astrology always saw itself in a 
religious-ritual context. 

In astrology we see the archetypes of the collective unconsciousness 
at work. The constellations are metaphors, reporting on some subtle net- 
work or secret administration. The “writing in the sky” reveals primor- 
dial patterns, structures of meaning superior to earthly existence. The 
cycle of the zodiac is an allegorical display of life’s fundamental factors, 
a kind of shorthand that encodes the processes of becoming and decay. 

Since they refer to all planes of manifestation, astrological schemes 
are necessarily quite abstract. Because of their multiplicity the cosmic 
letters are inevitably vague, open, ambiguous and inexact — one of (un- 
comprehending) science’s most serious objections. Because it lacks con- 
creteness, the message of astronomical realities always needs to be 
translated; the symbols have to be related to somebody or something. A 
direct, linear communication from heaven to earth isn’t possible. Ap- 
pealing as it does to the right hemisphere of our brains, our imaginative 
side, astrology is more like an art than a science. It’s a “cosmic art of 
explanation” (Knappich), an “intuitive science” (Steiner). 

Thinking along steps or chains of similarities plays a predominant 
role in the astrological system; analogy is the key word. Our axioms are 
“as above, so below” or “macrocosm = microcosm” (we call this the rule 
of The Emerald Table of Hermes). The astrological hypothesis assumes 
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some basic relationship between events in the sky and those on the earth, 
supposing that they occur simultaneously. Epistemologically, here we 
see the idea of the Unus Mundi, of a universal magic reality; the belief 
that all objects are bound together. In the Middle Ages people called this 
connection “kinship”, “sympathy” or “harmony”. Modern quantum 
physical or esoteric terms are “resonance” and “vibration”. Conse- 
quently, in the Hermetic conception of the world, every occurrence is 
meaningful. If things happen at the same time (or even at the same 
place), they cohere inwardly. 

But we should not forget that the precondition of everything born into 
time and space is its prior existence (as germ or seed) on a metaphysical 
plane. All beings on earth are somehow “planned,” they are anticipated 
— there is no room for pure chance or empty nonsense! 

In his pioneering work the Swiss psychologist C. G. Jung formulated 
the principle of synchronicity. This means that — on a basis of simulta- 
neity and sense, ignoring the borderline of matter and spirit — all events 
and persons are interrelated. In Jung’s view the relationship between the 
stars and man is a parallel or associated one; it is of some non-causal 
nature. In his reasoning on the how and why of astrology he used words 
like coincidence, correspondence and equivalence — a homogeneity 
with regard to a hidden, subconscious meaning. 

We see astrology as an instrument that measures the quality of time 
— in contrast to today’s prevailing quantitative view. In astrological per- 
spective a single minute is essentially different from the next; every in- 
stant is “pregnant” with specific contents — and this is symbolized by 
the constellations. That’s why the moment of birth is so important, it is 
“typical” of the individual born at that time. According to the rule of “the 
beginning contains the end,” the birth chart comprehensively describes a 
person’s character and future life. [The moment of procreation is only 
relevant to the period of pregnancy, a cycle that is completed by the time 
we definitely enter this world.] To Goethe man was a “coined form 
evolving through life”, it is because of this “forming” that the very first 
cry is so decisive. The annual ritual of celebrating one’s birthday is not 
just a sentimental act of reminiscence: when the © returns to the birth 
position of the individual’s © he is re-energized (the technique of the 
solar return is based on this premise). 

But let’s be careful, we shouldn’t attribute to the planets some kind of 
imprinted character traits. The horoscope is only a signature of the desig- 
nated dispositions and tasks — nothing more and nothing less. The cau- 
sation is the other way round, which is not how it is usually explained. It 
is not o-» that causes me to face resistance or confronts me with myste- 
rious obstacles in my activities. The starry heavens are like a tape; they 
record or note down (in the book of life) the type of psychological con- 
stitution I have brought here. Discovering the astrological reason for 
one’s success or failure in the skies is seductive, yet it is too casy an eva- 
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sion for it pushes aside one’s personal responsibility. Basically the only 
things that can befall me are those which I am receptive or ready for, 
those I am attracted to or unconsciously decide should happen. [Our in- 
carnation’s time and place was selected purposefully; the higher self pre- 
sumably intended the soul to develop latent qualities, to become more 
rounded, whole and loving.] It’s a great riddle and miracle, how the 
heavens’ movements simultaneously and specifically can reflect so many 
phenomena and processes of different persons. Yet, “tough constella- 
tions” cannot be responsible when something goes wrong. An “evil tran- 
sit” does not cause the crisis — it simply indicates it. 


is both. We are free on the level of the spiritual self (as indicated 

mainly in a chart’s fourth quadrant), but bound with respect to 
our subjective needs and wishes, We are conditioned by our thoughts and 
actions, imprisoned by our body, ego and mind. But in any case our psy- 
che or innermost nature takes priority; this essentially free Self is the 
primary cause, the determining agent behind everything we do or that 
happens to us. The solution to all of our problems will be found if we can 
make contact with this inner source. 

Nowadays astrology’s principles of effectiveness are seen working on 
an interior plane, psychologically. The planets correspond to psychic 
“organs” — a view very close to the Paracelsus concept of an astral 
body. In this context palmistry is an interesting example: in it the plane- 
tary energies are written onto your hand. In the art of hand reading the 
psychophysical meanings of ¥ 4, etc. have been detached from their 
ecliptic positions. Here astrology’s symbols are features, factors of des- 
tiny totally independent of the ephemeris! [In his historical investigations 
T. Schaefer pointed out that in its beginnings astrology didn’t have any 
astronomical basis, either.] 

We all know those typical astrologer idioms like “that person obvi- 
ously needs more 4” or “her © should be strengthened”. Expressions 
such as these strongly imply that the astrological symbols are being used 
as ciphers for certain psychic functions. Conversely, in working with this 
cosmo-psychological code the soul’s mechanisms are perceived in a 
more conscious and differentiated way — thus astrology also becomes a 
path to self-knowledge and self-development or initiation. 

Steiner described spiritual science as “finding again metaphysical 
content in the physical world.” Similarly, in their inquiries into empirical 
realities the academic disciplines of hermeneutics and phenomenology 
are trying to recognize an object’s very specific structures and meanings. 
They are attempting to see the hidden sense, the order behind observed 
phenomena. Verstehen (understanding) is central in their methods. “Peo- 
ple explain nature, but the soul has to be understood” is a maxim Dilthey 
formulated a hundred years ago. He didn’t feel the methods of physics or 


T= ANSWER to the frequently asked question, fate or free-will? 
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biology were adequate in the fields of human science, such as history or 
psychology. 

A difficulty peculiar to these metaphysical sciences is that they can- 
not help but involve the observer in their research. There is no objectivity 
any more, not in its traditional sense. To really understand somebody (to 
find yourself in a counterpart), you must personally become involved. 
You can no longer remain neutral and untouched. This process demands 
that you thoroughly consider your own attitudes and emotions — and 
you may have to change them. 

The concept of spiritual sciences is a holistic one; it includes body, 
soul and mind. Human values play an integral role, and everyone is con- 
sidered capable of growing. In the 60’s and 70’s the Humanistic psy- 
chologists revived Dilthey’s ideas — just think of Maslow's Hierarchy of 
Needs, Rogers’ concept of Empathy or Gendlin urging you to sense and 
focus on the meaningful moments of your flow of experiencing”, 

Astrology has all of the features of a spiritual science; it meets all of 
the necessary criteria (the principle of analogy being the metaphysical 
tool par excellence). And in many respects the ancient doctrine of the 
stars surpasses the modern world’s ways of knowing. The astrological 
teachings are able to provide any research with a unique system of ori- 
entation. On one hand the astrological system is amazingly clear. On the 
other, the number of possible combinations its symbols can have is virtu- 
ally unlimited. In former times astrology — like theology and philosophy 
— was a science underlying the others. Understood correctly (as arche- 
types, non-concrete patterns of - 
creation), the simplicity and 
diversity of its symbols could 
immensely fertilize all sorts of 
inquiries. The different analo- 
gies could give central hints — 
Kepler’s finding of the orbital 
laws being the most convincing 
proof. 

How does this “science of 
astrology” work? For millennia 
astrological research has been a 3 
two-level or dialectical process: at one - 1evel the astrological concepts 
help us to comprehend particular facts and events: on another level, ob- 
servations of what actually occurs enable us to correct abstract theories, 
and so on 

But what about truth? We all know astrology is explicitly geocentric 
and that the individual subject is the starting point of any research. In the 
history of science objectivity was always a question of definition. It de- 
pended on the scientific community’s internal collaboration or agree- 
ments. Today they somewhat pompously call this procedure "intersub- 
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jectivity”; in fact this is simply a (more or less reflected) collective 
opinion, a kind of sum or average of individual subjectivities. To be 
clear: they can’t avoid deceit, truth is by no means guaranteed. Outside 
influences needn’t be as extreme as the ones Galileo was exposed to, but 
no research is free from prejudice — nothing can ever move in a vac- 
uum. 

Since the subject is any experience’s starting point, principally there 
is no real objectivity — this even a (honest) scientist would concede. A 
pure perception of “the thing itself” isn’t possible. All empirical research 
is subject to certain (mostly unconscious) assumptions — which Kant 
called ‘categories a priori’. Knowledge never directly enters our minds; it 
is always mediated, cither by gauges or existing structures of thinking. 

A person’s subjective evidence is different, though not any less valid, 
from a so-called scientific result. Interestingly though, inner life is the 
anchoring point of modern Transpersonal Psychology. Here in the course 
of a psychotherapeutic process all emotional elements are transformed 
and transcended in order to finally arrive at objective, mythological 
truths. In spiritual science objectivity 
means finding again metaphysical 
structures or themes (e.g. a horo- 
scope’s configuration) in an individual 
case. 

The universities won’t listen: but 
for all kinds of research our explicit — 
yet not forced upon — system of clas- 
sification might prove extremely use- 
ful. Sticking to astrology’s ancient 
wisdom could immediately put the 
seeker on the right track. Its solid theo- 
retical system of reference could aid 
the natural sciences in minimizing unnecessary trials and errors. Astrol- 
ogy’s essence is trans-subjective; its archetypal truths could even prevent 
slides into subjective opinions, into arbitrariness or irrelevance. 

Philosophers of science like Kuhn and Feyerabend coined the phrase 
“paradigm shift”. Globally speaking, every paradigm is a special view of 
the world — fundamentally different to others. Accordingly, the natural 
and the spiritual sciences cannot be directly compared. They are inde- 
pendent (“incommensurable”), i.e. both theoretically and practically in- 
compatible. Each paradigm has its own type of perception, its typical 
methods of research, its own efficiency and truth, its specific terminol- 
ogy — and its own empirics or “proofs”. Two paradigms may seem to 
speak the same language, but the connotations of the words being used 
will be different. Since every single paradigm is a unique description of 
man and his sense of life, no such view can essentially be examined or 
even refuted from an outside position. 
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This is also valid for attempts to judge that construct of knowing 
called astrology. Attacks from the sciences or churches can’t hurt it at all. 
Outside evaluations are absolutely misfits. The continuing confusion 
around astrology’s concept of causality is quite an instructive example. 
To us causality is more like finality; it is related closer to the future than 
to the past. But the ordinary man at the end of 20th century can’t com- 
prehend this “crazy” idea, even though it contains the promise of growth. 
Astrology states that we are less determined by negative experiences re- 
sulting from childhood or former lives. Our destiny or higher self is 
mainly concerned with what we should be, with the realization of our 
potential, the many stubborn barriers to this self — development being 
the reason for all the difficulties and conflicts that arise. 

Astrology has a “logic” of its own. Though it is of an indisputable 
clearness and immanent conclusivity, this logic is not of a classic, Aris- 
totelian, digital nature that says “if-then”, "yes-no” or “cither-or”. Per- 
haps we’d better call this astrological thinking "pre-logic” or “analogic”. 
In any case it is a non-logic, and it creates many obstacles to the non- 
astrologer. Astrology’s mere thinkability is an affront to contemporary 
thought. To the modern mind the "truth from the stars” is something ex- 
tremely iridescent, irrational and primitive — yet, on the other hand, this 
is also the most fascinating aspect of that archaic relic of science’s his- 
tory. Moreover, according to Jung, this seems to be the way the psyche is 
functioning. The reality of our inner world is a mythic one! 


nomothetic, to sct up general rules — rules that are universally 

valid, that are valid at any chosen time and place. Accordingly, 
the main purpose of science is the recognition of causal laws and thereby 
objectively explaining (and forecasting) phenomena. Empirical tests are 
seen as being decisive proofs of a hypothesis. Adequate checks are ex- 
pected to be repeatable or standardized experiments to be carried out 
with all of the conditions strictly controlled. 

Naturally, the spiritual sciences cannot meet those criteria, and neither 
can pre-rational astrology. But we may ask if the axioms of modern sci- 
ence are at all appropriate to the area of human affairs? Does any psy- 
chology that just measures apparent behavior actually grasp its subject? 
Science tells us a lot. But it shouldn’t overstep its range. “It can’t tell us 
anything about our innermost nature” (Steiner). Only idiographic meth- 
ods (methods oriented toward the individual) are really able to conceive 
what is typical in man. Today’s mechanistic, technical science excludes 
essential themes from the reckoning. In scientific thought we are cut off, 
reduced beings. Values are not taken into account, there is no faith, no 
happiness; our organism is only quantitatively different from an animal 
or a machine! 


"Treen prevailing paradigm demands a science to be 
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On closer examination the natural sciences aren’t doing so much bet- 
ter than the spiritual ones. In practical research they don’t follow those 
severe rules either, they don’t obey their own postulates. Maybe judging 
them by their fruits — like the atomic bomb, the pollution of the envi- 
ronment — isn’t fair. One serious objection, however, can’t be refuted: 
science’s causal, materialistic thinking doesn’t allow any overcoming of 
the past. A change for the better isn’t possible; there is no chance of a 
fundamental evolutionary leap (at this point Darwin fails). 

Furthermore, there is something ordinary people (and scientists) do 
not realize: since the discovery of quantum physics the material world no 
longer exists in its former simplicity and definiteness. Things aren’t as 
stable and secure as they appear to be. Nuclear particles flee from being 
grasped, the borderline of matter and energy has proven to be a fluent 
continuum, and everything’s connected with everything else. An investi- 
gator and the object of his studies obviously interact; they aren’t inde- 
pendent of one another, there is no spatial separateness any more. 

But we should distinguish the cold and unlovingly practice of science 
from the precious mental skill that lies beneath it. The latter is quite an 
important achievement in the development of the collective conscious- 
ness. The attitude of exploring and questioning is pretty much “up-to- 
date” — a necessary precondition to attaining what we call the conscious 
“T”. Criticism and skepticism overcame the naive belief in the gods; the 
gift of checking and testing eliminated our thinking’s dependence, it 
ended man’s captivity in myths and mysticism. But these capabilities 
should fertilize the spiritual sciences, too. The modes of exactly observ- 
ing and differentiating, of analyzing and abstracting, could also be used 
to recognize regularity and uniformity on the metaphysical planes. In- 
stead of carelessly destroying every sense and wholeness, modern man 
should utilize his exacting mind in a more constructive way. Instead of 
ignoring or denying the mere existence of immaterial spheres, our talent 
of rationality could also thoroughly examine the spiritual objects’ par- 
ticularities. Isn’t it time for the “I” to become an adult self, and cease 
behaving like a childish ego? 

Today statistics are recognized as a science’s main criterion. People, 
either from positivism or naiveté, believe a theory may be verified or 
refuted by means of probability. Yet, upon closer inspection we realize 
statistics is just another kind of accumulation or some (non-compelling) 
hint. Nothing is said about the how and why of the correlations that are 
found — what a specific connection looks like, the causes we should 
seek behind the observed phenomena. By definition, a “significant re- 
sult” can never be the absolute proof of a hypothesis. In statistics any 
statement is only true to a specific degree. You cannot completely ex- 
clude alternative hypotheses, and totally different or previously uncon- 
sidered relationships may still exist. So the value of statistics is null and 
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void. Let’s forget their cogency and validity. On a statistical basis, re- 
searchers are only allowed to state that “certain tendencies exist.” 

Human sciences are confronted with several fundamental questions. 
Is there any possible quantification of individual peculiarities? Are 
anonymous, bare numbers at all sufficient to grasp a human being’s 
uniqueness? Can the psyche be measured in a way that does not distort 
its essence? Regarding astrology, every statistical test has to reduce the 
symbols’ width and fullness. Their typical complexity and wholeness is 
lost as well as that personal context and reference, which is so important 
when we are dealing with existential topics like death or healing. In fact, 
the effects shown by statistical testing are minimal. Gauquelin's results 
are not at all convincing. 

The idea of some cosmic chance governing the world is opposite to 
astrology’s axioms anyway. “God doesn’t roll dice,” Einstein told us. 
Statistics are based upon the supposition of accidental distributions; 
every act of testing implicitly maintains the concept of a chaotic uni- 
verse. That’s why we shouldn’t expect from that corner any statement 
supporting astrology’s case. Figuratively speaking, a nihilistic devil 
would do anything but prove God’s existence! 


der to point out that as- 

trologers are _ totally 
wrong. In the eyes of astrono- 
mers and other scientists we 
still adhere to a zodiac which is 
already 2,000 years in the past; 
the actual sky in the meantime 
having shifted by a complete 
sign. 

What can we say to this ob- 
jection? First, that the argument 
is caught in the trap of concre- 
tism, it equates or confounds 
the symbols with the stars. Sec- 
ond, that our astrological (tropi- 
cal) zodiac only refers to the 
ecliptic, the sun-earth relation- 
ship alone is decisive. 

By the way, a planet’s position, its line of sight can also be neglected. 
The astrologers of old were quite aware of a fixed star’s declination or 
deviation from the ecliptic. Bare appearance, the so-called “true posi- 
tion” was considered irrelevant; astrological interpretation was always 
based upon a celestial body’s ecliptic degree. The latter is the most im- 


GQ eerie oi our opponents make use of the sidereal zodiac in or- 
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portant factor; the earth’s orbit or ecliptic circle mediating the diverse 
cosmic energies. 

Only on a very large scale — in speculations about the Aquarian age 
— does the zodiac’s precession gain any meaning. In ordinary astrology 
(the kind of astrology we use in our daily practical work) 0° T will al- 
ways be identical with the spring equinox; 0° @ relates to Christmas, the 
time of the winter solstice; and so on. The tropical zodiac is a purely 
geometric construction: a division of the ©’s (or rather the earth’s) an- 
nual path into twelve equal parts; twelve ideal (not real!) sectors of ex- 
actly 30°. Essentially, astrology is a mathematical model of reality. Our 
system is a kind of refined abstraction and in this mental conception the 
factual, concrete sky is secondary. The insignificance of the astronomical 
basis for astrology is most evident in the different methods of directions 
and progressions. Also the house systems literally don’t need any stars 
— they just depend on the earth’s rotation. In much the same way that 
the zodiac is based on arithmetical considerations of the earth’s annual 
movement, the house systems are distilled out of the earth’s daily 
rhythm. [Because of the differing lengths of the days, which in turn is 
due to the inclination of the earth axis, the four quarters or quadrants and 
the twelve houses aren’t symmetrical — that’s why, for ideal reasons, we 
probably should use equal houses.) Mathematical proportions, symme- 
tries and harmonies are all decisive in the cosmic order — as Kepler 
pointed out in his magnum opus Harmonice mundi, in which he exten- 
sively examined the astrological aspects. 

Event-oriented Babylonian astrology did value all of the bright fixed 
stars — especially those whose ecliptic position was close to a planet or 
horoscope axis. However, the fixed stars’ figurations, the signs, didn’t 
play an important role. The celestial figures showed great differences in 
size anyway (none of them are exactly 30° in length). They were consid- 
erably remote from the ecliptical belt, and their number was much 
greater than the archetypal twelve. Probably because of their gigantic 
distance the fixed stars went out of fashion. The planets are simply our 
closest neighbors — and thus the most meaningful factors of interpreta- 
tion. The fixed stars in most cases belong to far galaxies; moreover, cach 
zodiacal sign’s composition is extremely non-homogeneous. The solar 
system, on the other hand, is a compact model — a concise framework 
that a science can best work with. 

Strictly speaking, all of the constellations the ancients could discern 
in the skies were pure projections. To a more critical (or more imagina- 
tive) person the heavens would reveal completely different forms and 
figures. In recognizing the zodiacal signs human perception is connecting 
the star clusters’ scattered points to a whole — this mental construction 
process being directed by the unconscious (quite similar to the mecha- 
nisms we notice in psychology’s widely used projective tests). Our an- 
cestors believed they saw angelic or animal beings in the sky — beings 
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that actually originated from the depths of their souls (from the collective 
unconscious). The legends and myths of pre-civilized cultures were ex- 
pressions of creation’s different phases and energies. And the zodiac was 
thought to be another manifestation of the primordial principles. Thus the 
cosmos became populated by all the transcendental powers people felt 
tuled life. They painted the firmament in archetypal colors. 


a lot of astrologers believe the stars and planets are some kind of 

electrical radiators whose physical influences future science will 
surely prove. Those guys staring at tangible, measurable impacts usually 
regard the “astrological factor” as one among others. Heredity, environ- 
ment and education should also be taken into account, they say. This 
view erodes our paradigm’s stable fundamentals, ripping off the sym- 
bols’ multiple layers and wholeness. And whoever speaks of "the stars’ 
influence” implicitly belongs to the hostile scientific camp — whose po- 
sition is diametrically opposite to astrology’s (we deal with the software, 
the hardware is pretty irrelevant). 

A cosmic radiation might exist but this energy can only be registered 
in a very crude, non-specific way — hence in our search for a person’s 
individuality we may neglect it. H. Kloeckler (a famous German astrolo- 
ger) remarked: “Surely there is an abundance of relations between the 
cosmos and the earth. But the sunspots, lunar influences, etc., are abso- 
lutely insufficient for establishing any astrological connection. From 
physical objects only physical effects or things physically explicable can 
arise. Physical reality can’t explain anything emotional or spiritual; the 
(fragmented) material world isn’t the cause of inner meaning or ethical 
values. Today astrology’s possibilities are generally negated; yet, this is 
science’s fault — for inexplicability fundamentally doesn’t mean any 
refutation of realities!” 

It is most absurd to think that a soul’s characteristic features, our deli- 
cate qualities and complicated emotions are all at once impregnated or 
injected at birth. We are not raw CD’s to be imprinted and filled with all 
the necessary input at the moment of our birth. 

The poor results of academic psychology’s research should be a 
warning to us. The material correlates they have found have been no real 
help in diagnosing a person’s inner state. For example, EEG patterns 
(brain currents) or REM recordings (eye-movements) are considerably 
undifferentiated. The measurements don’t allow any conclusions about 
the content of a thought or a dream. And brain physiologists haven’t 
been successful either. Their famous localization theory (linking the 
brain’s regions with certain mental functions) finally came to a dead end. 
The phenomena of the human consciousness are simply too complex to 
be registered or even explained in a mere quantitative way. 


TT DOCTRINE of materialism being so strong these days, even 
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functions will probably always remain mysterious. But then there 

hasn’t been a final explanation for electricity, gravitation or mag- 
netism either — even though we have learnt to work with these. Astro- 
logical symbols presumably refer to psychic (i.e. primarily unconscious) 
contents. Their link to the physical plane is an indirect one (via the psy- 
che). The stars’ mechanisms of effect may be seen as essentially “pro- 
jective” or “magical”. Astrology’s mystery is taking place at the crossing 
point of the inside and the outside world, at the crossroads of spirit and 
matter, character and destiny. Or should we again assume some personi- 
fied powers that exist both within man and the planets, as people did in 
the Middle Ages or in the Kabballah when they called them angels? In 
the view of Jungian psychology even such a “mystical radiation theory” 
would make sense. Yet, renouncing any belief in “influences” is the 
more honest decision. Talking about “analogies” instead of fantastic, 
nebulous “causes” is the more honest and sound (i.e. scientifically ac- 
ceptable) way. Pragmatically, we should consider astrology as just an- 
other instrument of profound knowledge — this opportunity’s existence 
being already miraculous enough. 

By contrast to other mantic systems and oracles, the wisdom of the 
stars has one inestimable advantage: its unequivocal empiricism. The 
horoscope, the factual basis for any interpretation, is exactly observable, 
calculable and — most important of all — not at all dependent on the 
interpreter. Moreover, astrology’s system of categories is the most dif- 
ferentiated (complex and multi-dimensional) we know — by compari- 
son, academic psychology’s models and typologies are primitive and 
simple, Of course, you can decipher a specific time’s quality (i.e. the 
constellations’ message) by many methods and instruments. (So, in prin- 
ciple, though it sounds paradoxical, "astrology doesn’t need the stars”.) 
For example, you might gain deep insights into an individual’s personal- 
ity, karma and dharma by intuition or channeling, without making that 
detour of arithmetic and reasoning. However, those short cuts or direct 
glimpses ‘behind the curtain’ have several serious disadvantages: they 
are unsystematic, not replicable, and are difficult to control and verify — 
they cannot satisfy a modern, critical mind. 


Cision it The specific mechanisms by which astrology 
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KEN GILLMAN 


HAT ARE THE astrological factors involved in the current 
presidential crisis? 
William Jefferson Clinton, the 42™ President of the United 
States was born at 8:51 am. CST on August 19" 1946 at 
33N40, 93W35? His birth chart is shown below. 
Other times besides the 8:51 a.m. one I am using here have been sug- 
gested. A time of 3:44 a.m. in particular has many advocates. I have 
tested this and other alternatives and believe 8:51 a.m to be correct. 


Figure 1; Clinton birth chart 


+ was rising at his birth. Its ruler, 2, is in the 1* house as are o’, ¥ 
and }. 2 is not only strong by house and sign but it also has a tight sex- 
tile to B in 2 and it has a semisquare (just about as far as it can be) to his 
QO. 
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Clinton’s © is in its own sign of Q in the fortunate 11 House. Be- 


sides being dignified both essentially (in Q) and accidentally (in the ue 
House), the © sextiles cach end of the strong 4 4 XK. 


Anyone having 4 4 present in the sky at the time of his or her birth 


is presented with enormous creative ability. Such a person has both the 
talent and the necessary luck to gain just about whatever goal he should 
desire. With the © close to the WX midpoint and sextile to both of these 
planetary indicators of intellectual freedom, Clinton was born with the 
necessary astrological ingredients to achieve greatness. 


One factor in the chart dis- 
turbed me when I first saw it 
back in 1991, at the time he was 
being promoted as a_ potential 
presidential candidate. 

This is the difficult conjunc- 
tion of o” and ¥ almost exactly on 
the rising degree. This combina- 
tion mixes Martian aggression 
with Neptunian uncertainty. It 
can be associated with avoid- 
ance, delay and angry denial. 

This aspect suggests that Bill 
Clinton was born with a danger- 
ous Achilles Heel. It is a pairing 


about which the British astrologer Charles Carter, in his classic book The 


Astrological Aspects, wrote: 


The native is slow to admit error. His abilities may fall short of 
his aspirations—indeed they are sure to do so; hence there may 
be a poignant sense of failure, often due to some inner neurotic 
condition rather than to an outward and tangible obstacle. 


The Irish astrologer Cyril Fagan said much the same: 


His fears have a nasty way of coming true, and he may be vic- 
timized by society or by its lower elements. This is in part be- 
cause his aspirations are all out of proportion with reality... 
sordid realities seem to constantly intrude in his life, and he 
has an appetite for sensationalism and the bizarre. If either 
planet aspects the Ascendant — and here they both do! — he may 
be the object of attack, humiliation or ridicule. 


American astrologer Robert Pelletier in his 1974 book Planets in As- 


pect wrote that the o* & ¥ indicates someone unwilling to accept respon- 
sibility for earlier impulsive acts. He adds that it denotes a skilled actor, 
who “easily takes on characteristics that will please others.” 
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My own comment on this aspect of Clinton’s chart, in my editorial in 
the January 1993 issue of Considerations (volume VIII number 1, pages 
2-4), are reproduced following this article. 

The importance of this o* ¢ ¥ in Bill Clinton’s life becomes apparent 
when we look at his secondary progressions that were exact during 1998 


1. O¥ (the © moving by regression and coming to square the natal 
place of ¥, i.e. by a day for a year prior to Clinton’s birth). Exact on 
January 13", 1998 but within orbs throughout both 1997 and 1998. 
Reference to the standard textbooks gives the following interpreta- 
tion: He will be unduly sensitive to the opinions of others. Can be- 
come a butt of ridicule & suffer severely. Easily agitated. Guilt may 
cause him to be ashamed or disgraced. His craving for sensation is 
enhanced & temptation put in his path, which he has difficulty re- 
sisting. Not thinking clearly. 


2, Od (the O, again by regression, coming to square the natal place 
of o’). Exact July 23", 1998 but within orbs throughout the year — 
Wants to dominate & conquer. His sexual desires can get out of con- 
trol. His escapades are unlikely to please his superiors. Superfluous 
energy. Temper tantrums. 


3. © ¢ Midheaven (regressed © coming to natal MC). Exact on De- 
cember 13", 1998 — Receives much attention. Because the © is 
coincidentally squaring both o” and ¥, the fame this aspect usually 
indicates is likely to be infamy now. 


4. Qo PB (Q, by regression, coming to the place of natal P). Exact Janu- 
ary 1", 1999 — A critical situation in his domestic life. 


5. ©O¥ (converse © squaring the position of the regressed ¥). Exact 
January 13", 1998. A year after the ©’s square to natal ¥ it will 
come to square the place of the regressed ¥. This second contact tells 
us the problem or situation, whatever it is, will be still very much 
alive at this time. 


6. Midheaven ¢ © (MC progressed by the Naibod rate comes to the 
position of the natal Sun). Exact on February 19", 1999 — More of 
the same? 


So this is the time in Bill Clinton’s life when the © by converse sec- 
ondary (regression) comes to square his natal o* ¢ ¥. It may appear to be 
aspecting ¥ first and then o’, but in reality it is aspecting the two of them, 
their conjunction. That the © and the Midheaven are conjunct at the 
same time underscores the importance of the coming to a head of this 
life-long o’-¥ problem; how he acts at this time will greatly affect his 
reputation, his standing in life. This conjunction is by far the most sig- 
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nificant planetary placement in Clinton’s chart, his actions now, as this 
conjunction is being triggered by the secondary ©, may therefore be the 
most meaningful of his whole life. 

Perhaps a clue to the specific nature of how this conjunction will 
manifest is provided by the other secondary that becomes exact during 
1998, 2 o natal B. The two have a sextile in the natal chart. 2 is ex- 
tremely important in Clinton’s chart because it is the Ascendant ruler. 
She is located in her own sign, in 4, in the 1" house. P is in the 11" in Q. 

Reinhold Ebertin said for possible manifestations of any aspect be- 
tween this pair: “Extraordinary strains and stress in love relationships; 
the state of falling in love, being attracted to another by an inner compul- 
sion." 

Cyril Fagan confirmed this and added that the coming to exactness of 
the aspect is likely to represent “a critical situation in the person’s do- 
mestic relationships.” 


Figure 2: Clinton's 1998 solar return 


Bill Clinton had his 52™ birthday on August 19", 1998. His solar re- 
turn is shown at figure 2. It is set for the birthplace. This solar return 
clearly repeats all of the messages given by the secondaries: & o° ¥ is at 
the MC/IC, while the rising degree squares both natal P and the re- 
gressed 2. 
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There are further important indicators of the nature of the native’s up- 
coming year in this SR. %, close to the rising degree, is in a T-square 
with 2, and ¥. This becomes important as @ rules the SR ASC and is 
also being placed close to both natal $ (7°36’ Q) and progressed % (7°22° 
Q), while rules the SR 10". 

One can read the T-square simply as series of midpoint pictures (4 
for example is at 3°37’ 8 while the 9/¥ midpoint is 3°35’ & and the 
midpoint = 3°01’ Q). 

For * = Q/¥, Ebertin has “Jormenting caused through love, ...the 
stage of coming down to earth and of becoming sober again”. 

For * = 9d", he says: “Inhibitions in love-relationship, an inclination 
to adultery”. 

We should not, however, ignore the house positions and rulerships of 
the bodies involved. ¥ at the MC, taken alone, warns of a possible loss 
of reputation, of being involved in scandal. 

The house placement and aspects of the ) are always important in a 
solar return. Here she is strong in her own sign and close to the IC. She is 
separating from being @ Pluto and applies to 4 4, after which she will 
oppose the MC and then move on to o o before leaving & and coming to 
of ¥. 

That these must be meaningful is suggested by the )’s position at 
21°26” &. This is just 6 arc-minutes away from the native’s MC when 
his chart is relocated to Washington DC, 21°20’ &. 

) QP represents something in the past. According to Fagan, it can in- 
dicate receiving a nasty jolt or fright. 

) « \ is in the immediate future. 4 is in its own sign, close to the 
cusp of the 12" house of self-undoing, imprisonment and hidden ene- 
mies, On the face of ita & ) 4 4in } should be wonderful, but here \ is 
retrograde and, like all planets other than and perhaps ¥, it is weak in 
the 12". I must therefore wonder if this trine can indicate anything posi- 
tive. Many modern astrologers give the rulership of entirely to ¥. The 
placement of the retrograde 4 so close to the cusp of the 12", with its 
dispositor afflicting the MC, might therefore be interpreted either as pos- 
sible hospitalization due to work stress, or being in danger of losing 
one’s position due to the efforts of hidden enemies, or even the potential 
of imprisonment due to improper actions 

After the )’s trine to 4 she moves on to oppose the MC and then to « 
o’, which in turn stimulates the 7 & ¥, the pair of planets that is so im- 
portant both in the native’s birth chart and at the present time. We've 
come full circle. 


grand jury and confessed to having had sexual improprieties with 
Monica Lewinsky and having previously lied by saying he had 
not. Later that same day he appeared on national TV and made a public 


O: AUGUST 17" 1998 President Clinton appeared before the 
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admission to this affect. Well, maybe that’s not exactly what happened. 
There was some slippery wordplay, some fudging of the facts, and an 
attack on those who’d found him out, but for President Clinton it was a 
humiliating experience. 

Figure 3 is the chart for the start of President Clinton’s TV address to 
the nation at 10 p.m. on the evening of August 17" 1998. This is set for 
the White House (38N53’ 48”, 77W02712”): 


Figure 3: Start of Clinton's TV confession 


% rises in the I* and the ) is at the IC. To have an event chart with a 
retrograde % in the |“ house is not something any competent astrologer 
would allow, it’s simply asking for trouble. It says the event, whatever it 
is, will not come off well, that it will end in disaster. 

Joe Klein, author of Primary Colors, wrote in The New Yorker of 
September 7, 1998: “The speech was dreadful... His least effective 
public moment in the White House — the most embarrassing four minutes 
in the history of the American Presidency since Richard Nixon’s maudlin 
resignation speech.” 

Q in the 5" house is separating from her square to » (a past affair with 
a young girl) while % applies to O ¥ in the house of friends and support- 
ers. His supporters were shocked and mystified by this confession. For- 
tunately, % will turn direct before the aspect to $ is completed, his sup- 
porters may eventually forgive him. 
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There is however a constant problem with retrograde planets, par- 
ticularly retrograde malefics in angular houses: they will eventually tum 
direct and come back to where they were. In doing so, they are likely to 
again raise each and every one of the matters that were previously a 
problem, that were not completely resolved the first time. The speech 
was a catharsis that failed: virtually everyone agreed that Clinton didn’t 
acknowledge his guilt sufficiently. This, like retrograde , will come 
back to haunt him. 

T rises with o exactly on the 5" house cusp: he was furious that he 
should have to discuss his affair. 

The ) is close to the IC — he was concerned about the effect his con- 
fession would have on his family and intended the matter should end 
with his speech. The ) does thereafter become temporarily void of 
course, she is not applying within orb to any classical aspect, but before 
leaving @ she will again move within orb and then aspect 4 in the 12" 
(powerful hidden enemies). After that she is ¢ 0”. Clinton’s speech gave 
him breathing space (he left the next day for two weeks’ vacation) but it 
failed to end the matter. 

Clinton’s subsequent ordering of missile attacks on Sudan and Af- 
ghanistan can be related to the ) coming by transit to ¢ o”, It may have 
been an angry, adolescent reaction, the need to demonstrate to the world 
that he was still in charge, that he was still the Commander-in-Chief. 

While his action generally had support in Washington, some, as Joe 
Klein quickly pointed out in The New Yorker: “noted the superficial 
similarity of these events to the movie “Wag the Dog’, in which political 
consultants concoct an imaginary war in Albania to distract attention 
from a Presidential sex scandal.” With his 0” so involved with ¥, Bill 
Clinton is better suited to be a peace marcher than he is a warmonger. 

Reading of these bombings I am reminded of a comment Cyril Fagan 
made concerning the effect of & & ¥ both angular in a natal chart. He 
wrote: 


One of the most dangerous configurations that can occur. No soldier 
having this should be put in a position of power or authority — this 
can bring about immense carnage or mass slaughter at the whim of 
the momentarily unbalanced. 


We later learnt that the bombing of the Sudan factory, known to 
manufacture medicinal drugs but suspected of also manufacturing nerve 
gas, was based on incomplete evidence. 

By converse transits, the start of this TV confession relates to 6:42 
p.m. CST on 19" August 1894. At that time, at Hope, Arkansas, there 
was a tight quincunx between X at 11°40’ Tl in the 9" house and P at 
11°41’ TI in the 4". The © at 26°57’ Q at the Descendant is midway 
between these two; © = ¥/P (according to Ebertin): “ ... a catastrophe”. 
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Converse Transits 
to the start of Clinton's speech 
6:42 p.m. CST, August 19, 1894. 
Hope, Arkansas: 


The ) is at 6°06’ T, closely opposing his natal Ascendant and that in- 
sidious ¢ ¢ ¥ — did you expect anything else? 
Written September 9", 1998 


Birth data of other participants: 


The following birth data come from Lois M. Rodden’s bi-monthly publica- 
tion Data News, issues #70 & 72. Subscriptions to Data News are available 
from Lois M. Roddden, 11736 3” Street, Yucaipa, CA 92399. 


Chelsea Clinton. 23:24 CST (11:24 p.m.), February 27", 1980. Little 
Rock, Arksansas (34N45, 92W17). Time given in Little Rock newspaper. 


Hillary Rodham Clinton. 20:00 CST (8:00 p.m.), October 26", 1947. 
Chicago, Illinois (41N52, 87W39). From her to Celeste Longacre. 


Gennifer Flowers. 17:45 CST (5:45 p.m.), January 24", 1950. Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma (35N30, 97W30). From her to Bruce Marshall. 


Paula Jones. September 17", 1966. Time and place unknown. 
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Vernon Jordan. 23:57 CDT (11:57 p.m.), August 15%, 1935. Atlanta, 
Georgia (33N45, 84W23). Birth certificate. 


Monica Lewinsky. 12:21 p.m. PDT, July 23 1973. San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia (37N47, 122W25). Birth certificate 


Kenneth W. Starr. 18:45 CST (6:45 p.m.), July 21", 1946. Vernon, 
Texas (34N09, 99W17). Birth certificate. 


Linda Tripp. 8:00 a.m. EST, November 24, 1949. Jersey City, New Jer- 
sey (40N44, 74W04). Birth certificate. 


Relevant part of the Editorial in Considerations 
January, 1993 (volume VIII number 1) 


The Conjunction is coming! No, we don’t mean the fabulous coming 
together of Uranus and Neptune, though that’s close too. The one we’re 
concerned about is the conjunction of Marts and Neptune in Clinton’s 
horoscope 

There’s a new birth time for the newly-clected President of the United 
States. Earlier we were told he had Leo rising, which placed Mars and 
Neptune in his 3" house. Now we lear from impressive authority that he 
was born at 8:51 AM CST with 5°30” Libra rising. As Mars is at 6°21’ 
Libra and Neptune at 6°51’, this difficult conjunction is now slap-bang 
on Clinton’s rising degree. 

Tf the new time is correct anything and everything that occurs in his 
life (and now, during his term in office, in the direction of this country) 
does so in terms of this conjunction. There are other planets in his horo- 
scope to be sure — it’s a strong chart — but the closeness of the conjunc- 
tion to the Ascendant (any map’s most sensitive point) makes this pair of 
bodies his personal chief of state. Clinton sees and does nothing except 
through them. 

Lenin, Robespierre and Napoleon also had these two bodies con- 
joined. So did one previous U.S. President, James Monroe. Coinciden- 
tally, Monroe was re-elected to his second term during the last Uranus- 
Neptune conjunction! 

According to Doris Chase Doane’s Horoscopes of the U. S. Presi- 
dents, Monroe had Neptune at 13°28’ Leo and Mars at 13°51’ in the VIth 
house opposite the 19°21’ Leo Ascendant. 

A study of Monroe’s public life may help us to better understand 
what can occur during Clinton’s term in office. Here are half-a-dozen 
events: 

1. George Washington sent Monroe to France as his Ambassador. Later 
he was recalled; he had intrigued with the French against Washing- 
ton. 
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2. He helped successfully negotiate the Louisiana Purchase. 

3. Sent to acquire the Floridas, he disregarded his instructions and was 
recalled by an irate Jefferson. 

4. He was Governor of Virginia. 

5. Immediately preceding and during the War of 1812 he was Madi- 
son’s Secretary of State responsible for directing all foreign affairs. 
Later he was also Minister of War. 

6. Monroe’s presidency is known as The Era of Good Feelings. Major 
events were the Seminole War, the purchase of Florida, the Missouri 
Compromise, the panic of 1819, and the anti-European Monroe 
Doctrine. 

Bob Pelletier in Planets in Aspect says the Mars-Neptune conjunction 
indicates someone unwilling to accept responsibility for earlier impulsive 
acts. He adds that it denotes a skilled actor, who “easily takes on charac- 
teristics that will please others.” 

Charles Carter in The Astrological Aspects identified “vanity and 
much self-approbation, with lofty aspirations which tend beyond the pos- 
sible and desirable. The enthusiasms are not always wise or well con- 
trolled... there may be great apparent success and power but often this 
proves illusory or is marred by treachery... Bitter disappointment and 
disillusionment may follow on bright beginnings.’ (Monroe ended in 
deep debt) 

Robespierre had the Sun squaring the conjunction, as did Monroe. 
Clinton’s Sun is at 26:00’ Leo, 40 degrees from the conjunction. The 
novile aspect can relate to growth through sacrifice, selflessness, and 
deep assimilation of spiritual insight. 

Relating the conjunction to the political situation, Michael Munkasey, 
in his recent Midpoints book, associates it with major problems involving 
the armed forces, including some delusion about the strength of the 
military. He also associates it with fires in hospitals and angry debates 
over nationalized health care. 

Now the promises and criticisms, the boasting and the blaming of the 
campaign season are past, perhaps White House watchers will discover 
who the newly elected President really is. Astrologers should particularly 
observe how this crucial angular conjunction manifests itself during 
Clinton’s presidency. If nothing else, we may learn if Mars in Libra is 
everything cur older texts say. 

Our personal tendency is to associate any relationship between Mars 
and Neptune as likely to come out with a Piscean coloring, irrespective 
of the sign in which they are placed. We call Pisces the sign of the 
Scapegoat, and suspect the natal relationship between Mars and Neptune 
in any horoscope is an indicator of the amount of hot water the native 


can get himself into. 
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la HE AMERICAN FASCINATION with 

rising above the Earth began in 1903 

with the first powered flight of Orville 

Wright in his home-made plane the 

Kitty Hawk, lasting 12 seconds. Sixty : 

years later it had grown into a national project to aim “ ae 
for the Moon and explore the solar system. But by x 


the 1980’s something had gone drastically wrong 
with its efforts to launch spacecraft. 

The charts of the Kitty Hawk flight, the birth of 
the National Aeronautical and Space Administration (NASA) and the 
Declaration of Independence, with their major progressions and transits, 
show interesting patterns and possible explanations of the delays and 
outright failures that plagued the space program for more than a decade. 

In 1903 when Kitty Hawk flew, the © and X in 7 were at the degree 
of the Galactic Center where who-knows-what mysterious energies are 
concentrated. P challenged them from its position at 19° 36' TI, the sign 
of inventions and communication. 

From their positions in the birth chart of the United States, drawn up 
at the signing of the Declaration of Independence, both K and P have 
plenty to say about their importance in national development. So does ¥, 
which represents spiritual values. The way technology (XX in II) and 
political and economic power (PE in ) are used has a bearing on the 
moral health (¥ in TI) of the country. 

With NASA’s ASC, \ and ¥ in Tl and its 4 in % opposing Kitty 
Hawk’s B and the US d’, it would seem that this national institution 
would have to handle power that would add, or subtract, to American 
responsibility. The awesome power of P forces difficult decisions at 
times of significant transits. In II, for Kitty Hawk, the choice for 
powered flight would be to communicate or to hide information that can 
be cither beneficial or destructive on a massive scale. In 7, for NASA, 
and © do, the choice deals with efficiency in mechanical details or 
compulsive nervousness. And in #, for the US, the choice is government 
control or shared responsibility. 

Ina year of anniversaries for NASA, 1991 was not a good time. It had 
been thirty years since the first American was catapulted into space; ten 
years since the start of the Shuttle flights; and five years since the 
Challenger explosion. That was also the year that the progressed ¥ of its 
birth chart was at the %/¥ midpoint, an anxious time that should have 
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brought an overhaul of technology. Having lost the confidence of 
Congress and the public it was being pressured to reconsider its 
direction.. A warning that such a review was needed came at the end of 
1985, just before the Challenger tragedy in which seven astronauts were 
killed. At that time, transits were focusing on actions and integrity with B 
in Tl square both Kitty Hawk’s d’-» and the US Q (need for growth) in 
Q, and conjunct NASA's ¥. in “ was opposing the US &, while ¥ in 6 
was opposing both Kitty Hawk’s ¥ and the US 9-4, questioning “how 
far, how fast”. 


ITTY HAWK 

The beginning of powered flight was on December 17, 1903 at 

10.35 a.m. EST from Kill Devil Hills in North Carolina, 75W39, 
36NO01, when Orville Wright flew for 12 seconds. A chart for that 
moment reveals that there might be confrontations at sometime between 
flying for fun and organizing its use for the public (¥ in the 5" house  & 
in %). There was an invitation to pursue a distant and idealistic goal with 
its #* Ascendant, X, its ruler, ¢ ©, and the ) at the Midheaven, all in ¥, 
the sign of enthusiastic exploration. The © ¢ \K adds a touch of genius 
and a chance for tuning into a Higher Power. But the excitable © is « B 
at 19° 36' II (hidden message), close to the US o’. Such an opposition 
promises a battle of interests whenever disagreements arise. Too much 
enthusiasm would need to be tempered by facts that are not immediately 
obvious. 


The forceful combination of o* and * in * for Kitty Hawk lies right 
beside the American & (old habit patterns which can impede growth). 
Could it be that this chart has an Atlantean message to go slow and not 
be too left-brained in the world of technology? The Kitty Hawk chart 
also has a spiritual (and space) overtone with a sensitive 4 (MC ruler) in 
X; the idealistic ¥ planets and Midheaven; a strong 12" house; and ¥ in 
the creative 5" house. This flight may have opened up a schism for 
American technology between the realms of mind and emotions — 
thinking and feeling, air and space. At the time there may have been 
strong religious reaction if the fantastic possibilities that flight presented 
were recognized. The tests come from a perceptive 4 blocked (squared) 
by a compulsive B and an opposition of the common sense of a 6 ¥ 
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(conscious thought) to a  $’s longing for security. ¥’s yod with o’-h 
and the Midheaven could force a decision on how far to push authority 
without losing track of reality, such as President Reagan’s dream of Star 
Wars. 


First Powered Flight 
Wright brothers' flight at Kitty Hawk 
10:35 a.m. EST, December 17, 1903 
Kill Devil Hill, North Carolina: 36N01, 75W39 


The role of #* is to shake up the world and the o” ¢ * in that sign 
shows that this project had involved hard work and discipline as well as 
brainpower. Perhaps the invention of Kitty Hawk could have been 
accompanied by a touch of intuition or encouragement from the fertile 
mind of that early American genius Benjamin Franklin, since his K at 6° 
s was on the in Kitty Hawk’s 12" house! Between 5° and 7° of fixed 
signs (3, , TM and **) connecting with the US Q's (linking past and 
future) show up frequently in events involving experiments with power. 
PB was there at the time of the first controlled nuclear reaction in 1942. 0” 
was there when the sound barrier was broken in 1947. 4 was there at the 
time of the first US manned flight in 1961 when Alan Shepard was shot 
into space. The © was there in 1967 when three astronauts were killed in 
a fire. The ) and Q were there when the first Shuttle, Columbia, was 
launched and P was there for the explosion of Challenger. In 1981, the 
US © had progressed to that degree and by 1987 the US progressed 
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Ascendant reached it. All reminders that aeronautical power is serious 
stuff. 


HE UNITED STATES 
Freedom and flying (KM) have a natural compatibility with 


independence, so one could say that interest in planes and space 
lies at the core of this country’s universal purpose. This is especially so 
with the strong X at an angle, the ) and 8 in #*, and the adventurous sign 
of % at the Ascendant. 


U.S.A. 
4:36:50 p.m. LMT, July 4, 1776 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 39N5S7'58", 75W08'01' 
Barbara Koval rectification 


P is also very prominent, in %, in the area representing resources, 
talents and self-worth. If the civilization of Atlantis was destroyed by the 
misuse of power then perhaps the position of B and the Q's in the US 
chart are a reminder that we have already opened up the possibility of 
total destruction by splitting the atom. As an extremely powerful country, 
the positions of P and the M's open the possibility that it has to take 
responsibility and leadership in controlling space and atomic power. 
President Lyndon Johnson declared that “control of space is control of 
the world.” And P is an appropriate symbol for the extreme choices 
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facing civilization today — fission or fusion — to blow apart or come 
together. 

Myth has it that the people of Atlantis were just too mental for their 
own good and lacked the warm humanitarian touch of Q. Fortunately, the 
US Q in 2, and the Ascendant in 7, both fire signs, offset the cool II and 
s influence. With  * Q, there has been, quite rightly, a lot of pride in 
NASA’s programs. But the manipulative and political P in % cannot be 
forgotten. And the investigation cover-up surrounding the Challenger 
crash was one example of the danger of authoritarian arrogance. 

¥ at the top of the chart symbolizes the American dream, but being in 
the sign of TJ, means the dream must be a practical one that involves 
humility and service. & squares it and these two energies do not blend 
easily. Whenever o (aggression) and ¥ (escapism) have to deal with each 
other through difficult aspects they can bring emotional fights for vague 
motives, or aggressive crusades with unconscious deception. In the chart 
for NASA they are in inconjunct 


ASA 

The Act establishing NASA came into force on October 1, 1958. 

A time used for its chart is 10 a.m. EDT, Washington, DC. Its 
purpose was to compete with the USSR’s launch of Sputnik, the first 
space satellite. The chart has an interesting mix of determination and 
vision with the ) in 0, 4 and ¥ in Tl and X, the planet representing new 
science through the Universal mind, in Q ¢ the MC. & in ** is conjunct 
the Ascendant degree of the Kitty Hawk flight, warning that there was 
healing to be done in changing the collective consciousness where 
scientific knowledge is concerned. » in ¥ at a very significant degree for 
future events, opposes the position of the Kitty Hawk P in IL 
accentuating the need for vision to be tempered with caution. While a 
square from a 0 of to the I PB implies that aggressive action could be 
dangerous, a fixed T-square from the ) to the K & & shows an 
unwillingness to change direction when its habits become self-defeating. 
The squares repeat the warning of two difficult ones in the US chart; o’- 
¥ which can lead to ill-considered actions and O-* which can be a 
blocking of self-expression by an authority that is too rigid. The Tl 4 and 
& ) are obstinate, but X &° & could force sudden change somehow or 
other if ¥ becomes too escapist. And did so in 1986 

At the time of the first flight, in 1903, scientists were also developing 
electrical technology and the automobile but as B had not yet been 
discovered it is fair to assume that the destructive side of new knowledge 
was not even considered. But the troubles at NASA in the 80’s, when P 
was transiting its #, suggested that the country needed clarity about its 
technological aims. 
NASA's ¥ o ¥ in Tl * B in Tl and squaring Kitty Hawk’s o’-%, could 

hide some unrealistic expenses in its dreams of power. With the 
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transiting G o that ¥ at the time of the Challenger tragedy, maybe that 
was the price it paid. 


ROGRESS 

When NASA came into being the Kitty Hawk chart had 

progressed to an important turning point. Its © had reached the 
Ascendant adding energy to its initiative, and the Midheaven had moved 
into #* ready to try something new. The progressed ) for 1958 was 
returning to its original position in ~, giving new form to a public 
project. And with » having opposed Kitty Hawk’s P then transiting its 
©-X, it seemed like the time to reassess and reorganize for a more 
mature stage to come. 

When Alan Shepard spent 15 minutes and 22 seconds in space the 
pioneering sign of T was the Ascendant and o’, ruler of this chart, was 
involved with %, this time in an opposition, providing disciplined action. 
The ) in % was at the top, personifying ambitious achievement. These 
three planets echoed degrees in the American chart with the ) opposite 
the US ©, while was on the US P with o opposite. 

February 1962 was a very interesting time astrologically and 
technologically. Seven planets were involved in a solar eclipse in #, the 
sign of the future, while John Glenn became the first astronaut, circling 
the Earth three times. 

At the same time president, John F. Kennedy, challenged NASA to 
put a man on the Moon before the end of the decade. 

The Moon landing on July 21, 1969, at 10.56 p.m. EDT was a 
triumphant moment with the degree of the Galactic Center on the 
Midheaven of the chart at that moment in Washington, but B was making 
itself known in several ways. It was close to the Descendant in that chart 
reminding that it was a partner, not to be ignored, and conjunct the US 
natal ¥, while the US E was opposed by the © and § in the 5" house (the 
hero) hinting at emotional pride facing practical application. The fateful 
19° 36' II was occupied by the ® on this occasion, the point at which 
ego, instinct and actuality can integrate. Kitty Hawk’s © had progressed 
to H, in an opposition to NASA’s P, offering cooperation in bringing to 
light any hidden flaws, but its square to NASA's o” indicated the danger 
of escapist action, while NASA's o had turned stationary retrograde -- a 
notice to slow down. 


HE SHUTTLE 

The next major undertaking for NASA was the development of 

the Shuttle program, where reusable vehicles would be sent into 
space then retrieved. Unfortunately, the planning occurred during a very 
difficult collection of aspects. 


50 


Considerations XII: 4 


NASA 
10:00 a.m. EDT, October 1, 1958. Washington, DC: 38N53, 77W01 


Challenger First Launch 
1:30 p.m. EST, April 4, 1983. Cape Canaveral, Florida: 28N24, 80W36 
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By 1979 the progress of powered flight must have been suffering 
some confusion while transiting ¥ was conjunct NASA’s » in % and so 
was opposing that vital Kitty Hawk P. In Kitty Hawk’s chart & had 
progressed to 0 ¥, adding the likelihood of a tussle between action and 
emotion. It was also having a progressed lunar eclipse, an opportunity for 
clarity and a demand for objectivity. 

A lunar eclipse symbolizes the need to concentrate on mundane 
matters that require urgent attention. But with the Kitty Hawk © now in 
X and ¥ dissolving NASA’s structure of responsibility (%) there may 
have been a problem in identifying them. Lines of control and authority 
could have been so blurred that it was hard to know who was responsible 
for what. 

All was not well with the space program of the 80’s. Tiles were flying 
off and engines failing but any adjustments made 
under that heavy ¥-%-P transit could have been 
conceived in a time of misunderstanding. NASA’s 
had progressed over its secretive 4-¥ and, with o” 
retrograding into 8, actions were mired in confusion 
until % emerged into % to oppose its natal o, then 
square its B in the mid 90's, ready to reorient its 
direction. 

The original plan for the Shuttle was to make sixty 
flights a year with pay loads that would not only 
cover the costs but would produce a nest-egg for 
NASA’s future explorations and the building of a 
space station. Ten years later there had been less than 
a total of forty flights in all, plus a budget devastated 
with breakdowns, delays and a tragedy. Was P trying 
to tell someone something? 

The first Shuttle, Columbia, was launched April 
12, 1981 at 7 am. EST, with a strong hidden force 
and P influence. The ©, o” and Q, the chart ruler, were in the 12" house 
(of self-undoing) and exactly & B. The Midheaven was within 15" of the 
US P. At the bottom of the chart the ) at that important 6° was also 
conjunct the transiting Q, which had returned to its natal position in the 
US chart, for the start of a new cycle of national pride. New growth is 
most healthy when old lessons have been learned and the axis of the 0's 
provides the link between conscious and unconscious that allows for a 
smooth transition from the past to the future. But there were conflicting 
signals with planets at both ends of that see-saw as the US © had 
progressed to its U giving energy to conservative minds and strong wills. 


gaye 
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HALLENGER 
Two years later Challenger was launched. The project was well 


named because its story would illustrate that very challenge of 
power versus technological hubris (O-X < B) that was in the Kitty Hawk 
chart. Now, at its X return, there was new knowledge to be absorbed. 


Challenger Explosion 
11:39:12 a.m. EST, January 28, 1986 
Cape Canaveral, Florida: 28N24, 80W36 


Intensity, pride, and impatience were illustrated in the chart for 
Challenger’s first flight on April 4, 1983 at 1.30 p.m. EST. The optimism 
of a 2 Ascendant was covering a powerful warning from an overactive o 
and § in T facing an opposition to P ¢ % either side of the bottom of the 
chart. Right from the start there were problems with the communications 
satellite (%) it was carrying. The Q Ascendant was on the US Q and, 
again, P was sending a potent message from below, squaring the US PB. 
The amount of fire influence was excessive with the ©, 2 and o in T in 
the 9" house and 4 o in the 5". The force of an T o” opposing an 
angular P at the root suggested that the seeds of its eventual destruction 
were already planted. All its subsequent flights had problems. 

As its chart progressed the pressure increased with d’ moving into the 
fixed sign of 0 and opposing an angular ». Late in 1985 the stage was set 
for a B showdown. NASA’s © was now in Tl, conjunct its 4-¥, and 
progressed §& squared its K .° &. Transiting E took up its position in a 
square to the US Q's and NASA’s \4-¥:; Kitty Hawk’s Ascendant 
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progressed to its P with transiting X (shock) opposite, at that seemingly 
fated 19° 36' % of NASA’s ® on January 3, 1986. The Kitty Hawk ¥ was 
stationary direct, and the Challenger crew was about to make the ultimate 
sacrifice 

Launches into space had begun to lose their excitement; we had seen 
so many. But on January 28, 1986, at 11.39 am. EST, when Challenger 
took off from Cape Canaveral after several delays the audience was 
larger than usual. American schoolchildren were watching Christa 
McAuliffe, a grade school science teacher and the first civilian to be 
chosen for a ride in space, consequently the tragedy felt like a personal 
loss. Christa was born on September 2, 1948, in Concord, NH (time 
unknown), with } at 19° 36' %. At the time of the explosion her Q at 7° 
U was on the Ascendant (the present situation), o° B, and squaring the US 
Q. Her Virgo © (personal service) squared (challenged) the Kitty Hawk 
). Charts of the other members of the Challenger crew had significant 
degrees too, but on this occasion it was Christa’s fate that became the 
overwhelming public concern. 


The explosion was a time of 
reckoning with o” in Tl, at the X-B 
midpoint (extreme tension) and ¥ 
at the +/% mid-point (sudden 
suffering) within 1° of NASA’s 4 
and its opposition to the Kitty 
Hawk P, and transiting % was on 
the US Ascendant. NASA and the 
US had something to learn about 
authority (4) and to seed new 
wisdom in the use of technological power (Kitty Hawk’s PB). 

When cold weather effecting O-rings was accepted as the cause of 
Challenger’s explosion, officials closed their minds and refused to 
reconsider even though a theory was suggested that there had been a 
fundamental error in the original design, adding to the pressures of lift- 
off. Every flight of the Challenger, and this was the seventh, had been 
plagued with delays and malfunctions, each explained by a different 
reason. 

When one engineer discovered that the dynamic thrust at take-off had 
been miscalculated, adding extra strain, officials and contractors refused 
to listen. For years his theory was suppressed and he was actually 
defamed and blackballed for attempting to draw attention to the faulty 
calculations. He had great concern for the astronauts’ safety each time a 
subsequent shuttle took-off and when the Hubble telescope was launched 
on April 24, 1990, its problems were blamed on a faulty prism, but the 
frustrated “whistle-blower” suggested that too had reacted to the shaking 
at lift-off which NASA refused to acknowledge 


54 


2003-04 will be a significant year for NASA. P transits that sensitive 
degree of x while ¥ opposes NASA’s O-X and X opposes its B. If 
NASA and the US still have something to learn about powered flight, 
pride, stubbornness, denial, philosophy and dreams, to avoid future 
Atlantean mistakes that year could bring a new lesson. 
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Horary astrology 


Should I Keep the Good Relationship 
or Put the Matter into the Hands of the Solicitor? 


RUTH BAKER aur. 


la HE QUERENT WAS extremely worried because one of the 
part owners of his property had owed him a considerable 
amount of money for some time. He felt it was time to put the 
matter in the hands of the solicitor but did not wish to create 
more bad feeling. 


Should I keep the good relationship 
or put the matter into the hands of the solicitor? 
9:24 a.m. GMT, August 31, 1997. 51N48, 1E09 
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Baker: Horary 


The first thing I noticed was that both the Ascendant and its ruler, 9, 
were in the Via Combusta. Cardan says that “The Lord of the Ascendant 
in the combust way shows that the Native will be much entangled and 
pestered with business.” This is very true because the querent is always 
in some kind of turmoil over the letting or selling of his apartments. 

Lawyers are generally represented by the 9" house. The 9" house 
tuler, §, is also the natural ruler of solicitors. $ is combust and retrograde, 
and there is no applying aspect between this and the querent’s 
significator, ?, or between the ) and %. Because of this I thought the 
solicitor would not be needed 

The person disputed with is signified by the 7” house ruler, o’, which 
is also in the Via Combusta but placed in the 2" house of the querent’s 
resources (within 5° of the cusp), fast moving and in its own sign and 
triplicity. 

In this chart the ) is Void of Course. A Void of Course ) usually 
means that nothing will come of the matter or, in other words, that there 
is nothing to worry about — it won’t happen. The ) in the same degree as 
the Nodes indicates that no good would be served by going to law. I 
therefore told the querent that he would not need to consult the solicitor 
and that, because of the position of the 7" ruler, ¢, just into the querent’s 
2"™ house, I thought the money would be paid. The querent’s significator, 
Q, is in mutual reception by term with JP, the natural significator of 
money. 

L also considered the 4" of the property. Here retrograde ¥ on the 4" 
cusp showed that there had been some confusion about the actual amount 
owing, and the 4" ruler, *, retrograde and in its fall in the 7" house, was 
causing delay. \ retrograde in the 4" confirmed this and it did prove to 
be true. 

The querent was not at all happy with my answer (» in the 7!) but he 
eventually decided to abide by it against his own better judgement. By 
doing so he saved himself a good deal of money for the sum owing was 
paid on 10" September, ten days after the question was asked. 


Oo 


' Aphorism 38 on page 81 of The Astrologers Guide, Regulus edition. 
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Horary astrology 


EOE ap 


é Please be advised that you are) 


€ £500 overdrawn on your’? 


Where is the Cheque? 
RUTH BAKER ap. 


ITH ITS EARLY Ascendant and void of course ), this did not 

look a very promising chart. The querent had come home after 

midnight to find a stern letter from her bank manager telling 

her she was £500 overdrawn on her business account. She 
knew that she had received a part salary cheque of £900 the week before 
in payment for her work as a Church organist but could not remember 
what she had done with it. Neither could she find a paying-in slip to 
prove that she ever banked it, and by | a.m. was in such a state that she 
telephoned me for help. Heroically, if sleepily, I dragged myself out of 
bed and drew the chart for her question there and then. 

The void of course ), as well as meaning that matters won't proceed, 
can also mean that nothing will come of the situation — or that one's 
fears are groundless. The early Ascendant can also mean that it is too 
early to ask. (As far as I was concerned it certainly was!) Resisting the 
temptation to crawl back into my warm bed I investigated further. 

The querent is represented by the I* House and by the ). Both 
significators are in the 3“ House of siblings and short j journeys. Siblings 
she had none, so I thought this could indicate that she had indeed made 
the short journey to the bank. %, as well as ruling the 1* House, also rules 
the 2" and represents both the querent's cheque and her bank account. 
Neither % nor ) is angular so I knew that the cheque was not in her home 
— but where was it? 
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Baker: Horary 


Where is the Cheque? 
00:04 a.m. GMT, 26" April 1998 
51N48, 1E09 


\,, the natural significator of money (and also of the Church) is in the 
2™ House of the querent's assets and strong in its own sign of X. 9, the 
9" House ruler (2 music — 9" House religion) is also in the 2“ and in 
mixed reception by sign and exaltation with 4, which I thought was 
good. ¥ in the 1" House shows that the querent may have been confused 
at the time. %, as ruler of the 2™ House and of the cheque, is in T, an 
eastern sign, and the querent's bank lies due east of her home. I 
telephoned her immediately and told her that despite the upsetting letter I 
was sure that the cheque was not lost but safely in her bank account. 

On phoning the bank first thing on Monday 
morning the querent discovered that because she 
had banked another smaller cheque at the same 
time as the £900 onc, she had forgotten that the 
larger cheque should have been paid into her 
business account. She had used the wrong paying- id 
in book. Consequently it had gone into another of 
her accounts. 
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Horary astrology: » 
Four Horary Examples P? 
es 


fe] 
HIDEAKI KOKUBI a.x.P. ? 
De 
e 
AN WE sell our house? 
The querent was an old lady, and her letter was passed to me via 
two persons. I erected the chart when I read the letter and under- 
stood the question: "Can we sell our house at the price we wish? Who 
will buy it?" 

The querent and her husband had to sell their house to raise money as 
soon as possible. In this chart, the ruler of the 2™, the O, is square to the 
2™ cusp, and ® is very near to her husband's natal ©, 27°50' }; these 
describe the situation well. 

The price and details of the house 
were not included in the letter, so I 
looked at the 4" house. 9, the 4"" ruler, 
is in the 4" together with 4, the ruler 
of the 9". I understood this to indicate 
that the house was beautiful and 
probably located near a shrine or tem- 
ple. As the ruler of the 10", ¢, is in its 
own sign Tl, their asking price is high. 

As the significator of the querent's house @ is 4 %, the ruler of the 7" 
house representing the buyer, I thought someone had been interested in 
buying the house. However, that potential buyer would not agree to pay 
the asking price — o” is squaring », and both 9 and o” are separating 
from ». That person was going to lose interest in the house. The sale will 
nonetheless go well as R, which seems to signify the real estate agent, is 
collecting the lights of both the ) and », 

Anyway, the significator of the querent, the ), is square to 9, which 
also rules the 11" house of her hope. I decided that the querent must re- 
duce the asking price if she wanted to sell the house quickly. Otherwise 
she would wait for a long time to do so. I told her this. 

The querent never responded, but I hear that she did reduce the price 
and sell the house. She now lives in a brand-new house with her hus- 
band, daughter, son-in-law, and grandson. I must presume that the person 
represented by * did buy the house. 
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Kokubi: Four Horaries 


Can we sell our house at the price we wish? 
9:01 p.m. (-9), 5" November, 1993 
35N44, 139E46 Regiomontanus 


"Will I get the severance pay?" 
7.32 P.M. (-9), 23" Aug 1993. 36N44, 137E15 


Considerations XIIT:4 


ILL I get the severance pay? 
The querent had been working as a hairdresser for nine 
years and she resigned in May 1993. The owner of the beauty 
salon couldn't give severance pay to the querent because of financial dif- 
ficulties, and he promised to pay within fifty days. However, the querent 
hadn't received her paid even in August. She was worried about it, and 
asked this question. 

The significator of the querent \ is in the 7" house (in +) and in 
mutual reception with @ (in 2) by exaltation and sign, so I thought she 
had resigned her job at the beauty salon because she was going to be 
married. This was correct. It was interesting that her fiancée had his natal 
© in & and ) in 8. 

We must realize that the owner's significator is not the ruler of the 
10" because the querent has resigned and the owner is no longer the 
querent's boss, therefore ¥, the ruler of the 7", represents the owner and 
o, the ruler of the 8", his money. The querent told me that the owner was 
a fair man and the chief director of the local association of beauty salons, 
I thought this was signified by the O which was in mutual reception with 
¥ by sign. 

As the significator of his money o” was essentially weak, he seemed 
not to have enough money really. But o” (the owner's money) was ap- 
plying to ¥ (the querent) by conjunction, the ruler of the second 2 was 
trine to the ascendant, and the querent's co-significator the ) was in the 
8", there was no signification disturbing the perfection. So I judged she 
would get the money. In fact, the querent got her severance pay on No- 
vember 4th. 


HERE is my book? 
One Sunday afternoon, I 
was looking for a certain 


book but I couldn't find it in my book- 
shelves. Although I searched my study, 
living room, bedroom and kitchen, the 
book was not found. I feared I had sold 
the book by mistake with other books in 
the previous week. Then I decided to do 
a horary. The ascendant and the hour 
are ruled by one planet, 8. The 7” 
house is afflicted by the occupancy of %, but this doesn't matter because 
the question was posed by the astrologer himself. This chart is radical 
and can be judged. 

I am symbolized by the ascendant's sign TI and its ruler ¥, which de- 
scribe my job as an astrologer, and also fits the question about the book. 


ASTROLOGY NOW! 
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Kokubi: Four Horaries 


Where is my book? 
3.20 P.M. (-9), 16" April 1995; 35N44,139E46. Regiomontanus 


Can I register the condo? 
8.17 P.M. (-9), February 4, 1994. 35N43, 139E46 
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Considerations XIII:4 


The ruler of the 2" house @ represents my possession. @ is angular, in 
the 777, so the book hasn't been sold and it is still in my house. 

Seeing the ruler of the 2™ in the 7", I asked my wife about the book, 
but she said, "I don't remember." Then I enumerated the signs in which 
the significators are placed, according to Lilly's rule about mislaid ob- 
jects mentioned at page 204 of Christian Astrology. 


The ascendant: 1 The ): 

The ruler of the ascendant: T The 2™ house: 
The 4" house: * — The ruler of 2”: 

The ruler of 4°: ®: 


3 hs 


It is remarkable that fiery signs are emphasized. ¥, the natural signifi- 
cator of books, and g’, the dispositor of the ), are also in fiery signs. 
Lilly says fiery signs indicate that the item is near a wall or partition. 
And the ascending sign Tl} represents the study where books are. 

In the study? Near a partition? An idea flashed across my mind. I re- 
turned to my study and searched the bookshelves again. Bingo! I found 
the book where it horizontally laid on other books in the lowest shelf. 
The reason that I could not find it at first was that I have always put this 
particular book on the left side of the uppermost shelf. Probably my wife 
had tidied up my study and put the book there, then she forgot it. 

The ruler of the hour in the 8" indicates south-west; my study is in the 
south-west part of my house, and the bookshelves are at east side of the 
study — the ruler of the 4" ¥ is in a fiery sign representing cast. As ruler 
of the 4"", \} denotes the item is near wood — bookshelves in this case. 


During 1993 the official discount rate. was being reduced in 

Japan, this brought about a fall of the price of land and houses. I 
realized it was a good timing to buy a house or condominium, so my 
wife and I began to look for a new home. In January 1994, my wife 
found a nice condominium, which we decided to buy and contracted to 
do so. But the dealer's salesperson in charge was unaccustomed to his 
task, so I came to wonder whether I could register the condominium by 
the end of March. Since the registration fee of house was going to be in- 


C> I register the condominium by the end of March? 
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Kokubi: Four Horaries 


creased on April Ist, I would be able to save much money if the registra- 
tion was completed in March. But if his work and procedure fell behind, 
my bank would not lend me money, consequently the registration of 
ownership also would not change. 

I am represented by the Tl ascendant and its ruler §, the salesperson 
by %, for I asked this question when we were talking over the condo- 
minium at his office and both significators are in the same sign and 
house. My co-significator, the ), is square to %, pointing to my sense of 
distrust of the salesman. ¥ separating from » means that I thought I 
would change the dealer. But I didn't. 

g went retrograde at 7°H, and the ) was going to translate the light of 
Hto¥. 

¥ also rules the 10" of price, and is in detriment and cadent, so the 
price is low. In fact, the seller had reduced the price by 10%. $ is re- 
ceived by ¥, the significator of both the seller and the condominium. Ivy 
M. Goldstein-Jacobson says, "If the ruler of the 4" is a benefic & in the 
2™, or conjunct the ruler of the 2" the sale is likely to bring the querent 
a good return.” ? 

The )'s final aspect is a sextile to 2, the ruler of the 9". Registration 
of house is symbolized by the 9" house because all the houses and land 
are registered at the local branch office of the Ministry of Justice. And g 
is near the Part of Legalization at 18°50' #*. An affirmative outcome can 
be expected. 

In fact, my condominium was registered on March 29". But I had to 
go myself to obtain some documents required when registering, a task 
that should normally be done by the salesperson. Yes, the ) translated his 
task to me! 


) The standard definition of Translation of Light & Virtue, as handed down by 
William Lilly, Abu Masar and other early masters of the Horary art, is that “ifa 
quick-moving planet (A) separates from a conjunction or aspect of a slower one 
(B), and then at the same time applies to a third planet (C) that is again slower 
than itself; then A will transfer the nature of B to C.” The mules of horary are 
however not static and in recent times some astrologers (the late Derek Appleby 
for example) have proposed a variation of this classical definition as illustrated 
here. My experience forces me to agree with them 

? Simplified Horary Astrology, p.146. 
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Horary astrology: 
When Will the Curtains Arrive? 
RUSSELL PARKINSON a.x.P. 


HAD RECENTLY ordered some curtains. They were expected to 
arrive in a few weeks. Time was going on but I hadn’t heard 
anything so I asked the question When will the curtains arrive? 


a 
0020 4 


7:40 p.m. BST, 20" August 1997; 
York, England: 53N58, 1W03 
Regiomontanus houses 


Iam signified by #* on the 1“ house cusp, and % in T. * is in the 2™ 
house, which is appropriate as I was thinking about a ‘moveable 
possession’. 

I would have expected the curtains to be represented by the Lord of 
the second house cusp. In this chart this is @ in Ml. However, the curtains 
I had ordered were light blue and white whereas o” in TI suggests 
something much darker and redder. I therefore turned to @, the natural 
tuler of soft furnishings (and drapers), who also ruled more degrees in 
the second house than o*. 2 in + is a much better description of pale blue 
curtains. Furthermore, @ is in the 7” house and the curtains were with the 
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Parkinson: When will the Curtains arrive? 


‘other party’ (the drapers). Mixing ‘reason with art’, I therefore chose ? 
as significator of the curtains. 

Q is received by % by exaltation, triplicity and term. This shows my 
ownership of the curtains. 


UDGEMENT 

The ) shows how the action progressed. The ) applies to an 

opposition of 2, which delayed perfection,’ and eventually makes a 
conjunction with (me). Before perfecting the conjunction with %, 
which brings about perfection of the matter, the ) applies to a dexter 
sextile to the Ascendant and \} (a planet in the 1* house and, because H is 
intercepted in the 1", my co-ruler). These aspects give an additional 
testimony that I would have the curtains. 

The ) is angular and in a cardinal sign. She perfects her sextile to 4 in 
15° and her conjunction with % in 20°. I therefore judged I would hear 
about the curtains in 15 days and I would have the curtains in 20 days. 

I was actually telephoned by the curtain shop 16 days after the 
question and told to expect the curtains on the Friday of the following 
week, 23 days after the question. This slight slowness in perfecting the 
matter was to be expected as the )’s applies to 2 by opposition before 
making more positive aspects, causing difficulties. ‘ 

The perfection is shown by ) * 4 and ¢ %. 


' The reception of 2 by the ), although only by face, may have prevented the 
opposition destroying the matter entirely. It did however cause delay and 
concern. The } then went on to * 4 and eventually ¢ %. 

? The 1" house is very wide here. Thus, by equal house from the Ascendant or 
by Alcabitius or Porphyr, early methods of house division of the type in use 
when horary rules were originally laid down, the ) in a cardinal sign is well 
away from being placed in an angle and the cardinal/angular indication is 
questionable, which probably caused delay. 
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Alan Leo and the Orbs of Aspects 
MAURICE McCANN 


N AUGUST 1895, in the first issue of Modern Astrology, Alan Leo 
wrote: 


The time has come to modernise the ancient system of Astrol- 
ogy. It is our intention in these pages to introduce the science of 
astrology in its true aspect. So astrology, or the law which rules 
life and destiny, will be presented with renewed life and vigour to 
an awakening mental and spiritual world. 


One result of this “modernization” was to redefine the meaning of the 
term “orbs”. The ancient belief that planets themselves had orbs was 
changed completely. Leo stated that it was the aspects, both major and 
minor, that had the orbs. This alteration has resulted in a confusion that 
has persisted throughout all branches of astrology to the present day. 

It is generally understood that the Arab astrologer Al Biruni* was the 
first to write that the planets had orbs. He stipulated that 4 and 4 had a 
9° orb, o had an 8° orb, ¥ and 2 had 7° each, the © had a 15° orb and the 
)’s orb was 12°. These were accepted more or less by astrologers 
throughout the astrological world until the end of the 19th century when 
Leo decided to revolutionize astrology. 

The method for calculating whether two planets were in major aspect 
was to add their orbs and divide by two. This was called the moiety (or 
half-measure) of the orbs. Claude Dariot (1533-1594) the French astrolo- 
ger, in his book A Breefe and Most Easie Introduction to the Astrological 
Judgment of the Stars gave the following example regarding the ) and 
in sextile to each other: 


. half of the circle of Saturn is 4 degrees 30 minutes, and half of 
the circle of the Moon is 6 degrees, if then these parts be joined 
together, which mount to 10 degrees and 30 minutes, the applica- 
tions will easily be found. Likewise must you judge of all other as- 
pects of the planets. 


, Modern Astrology, August 1895. Introduction and pages 23-24. 

? ‘The Book of Instruction in the Elements of the Art of Astrology, by Al Biruni, 
written in 1029 AD, published by Luzac & Co. 46 Great Russell St.. 1934. (p. 
255.) This book can be obtained from Ascclla Publications, 3 Avondale Bunga- 
lows, Sherwood Hall Road, Mansfield, Notts. NG1B 2NJ, England. 
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McCann: Alan Leo & the Orbs of Aspects 


It should be understood that Dariot® was only referring to the major 
aspects and not to the minor ones. 

Leo was certainly familiar with the 
practice of older astrologers in regard to 
orbs, people such as Lilly, Gadbury and 
Partridge, as well as the mid- to late- 
19th century astrologers Simmonite, 
Zadkiel and A. J. Pearce. In Horary As- 
trology he wrote that he had copied the 
orbs of the planets directly from The 
Science of the Stars’. Yet in Modern As- 
trology, dated Oct 1895 two months af- 
is the diameter of the sphere. | ter this declaration, he published the 
MOIETY is the radius third chapter of an article entitled “A 

Simple method of Instruction in the 
Science of Astrology” in which he 
wrote : 


ORB 


.. you may call 94 degrees a “square aspect” or 86 degrees: in the 
Sormer case it will have separated by 4 degrees and the latter ap- 
plying to a complete aspect, but four degrees away from it. 


Later he wrote: 


A conjunction is the position of two planets that are within five de- 
grees of each other. 


He made further changes in 1909 in his book Horary Astrology when he 
wrote: 


When two planets are approaching conjunction or opposition, 
add the orbs of the two together and then take half the sum; this 
will give the distance at which the two planets will begin to influ- 
ence one another. Thus the influence of Moon conjunct Venus 
commences while they are yet 10 degrees apart, 10 being 12 plus 
8 divided by 2. 

For square and trine allow 3/4 of above orbs, for sextile, semi- 
square and sesquiquadrate, 34 only.* 


34 Breefe and Most easie Introduction to the Astrological judgment of the Star- 
res by Claude Dariot, translated by Fabian Wither, 1583? (The British Library 
catalogue questions the publication date). Available from Ascella Publications. 

3 Horary Astrology, by Alan Leo, published by L.N.Fowler & Co. 7, Imperial 
Arcade, Ludgate Circus, London EC. 1909. 

5 Modern Astrology, Oct 1895, pp. 60-61. 

§ Horary Astrology. 
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Considerations XIII:4 


10° 


moiety. \’s orb = 12' 
in orb” when they are (12 + 10) 


He neglected to mention the semi-sextile and quincunx and the sup- 
posed orbs that were to be allocated to them 

The obvious point about Leo’s approach to orbs was his inconsis- 
tency. He continually changed the number of degrees for the orbs of as- 
pects. In the library of the Astrological Lodge of London at the Astrol- 
ogy Study Centre there are two typewritten volumes, undated, containing 
Alan Leo’s Astrological Lessons. The lesson concerning orbs shows once 
again that he was uncertain as to how to calculate them: 


For conjunction and opposition allow 12 degrees when the 
Sun aspects the Moon; 10 degrees when the Sun or Moon aspects 
a planet; and about 8 degrees when two planets aspect each other. 

For square and trine allow 8 degrees all round, for sextile 7 
degrees, for sesquiquadrate and semi-square about 3 degrees. For 
the weaker aspects only allow 2 degrees. 

For the parallel not more than 1 degree.” 


Furthermore, in Casting the Horoscope, published in 1912, he wrote 
that the major aspects had an orb of 5 to 7° and all others not more than 2 
to 3°. He thought that: 


.. the conjunction and opposition may be considered, in the case 
of the Sun, when within 12 degrees. If planets are further from as- 
pect than this it is advisable to regard them as “applying to” or 
“separating from” an aspect, rather than as being actually in as- 


pect.® 


7 Alan Leo’s unpublished Astrological Lessons. Astrological Lodge of London 
Library, 396 Caledonian Road, London NI IDN. 

3 Casting the Horoscope, by Alan Leo, published by the Modern Astrology Of- 
fice, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London. 1912. 
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McCann: Alan Leo & the Orbs of Aspects 


Table of Moiety of Orbs. 
The orbs William Lilly used. Other astrologers of the time may have 
differed by a degree here and there but in general the orbs listed below 
were the norm. 


Moeity of Orbs 
[Orb [o) p) g 2 Ed 4 4 
oO [17 = lave | 12ve | 12v? | 12” | 14%" | 13% 


b) 12%" | 14%° = 10° | lov | 10° | 12%? | 11“ 

2 T¥P | 12% | 10° - Th | TH 9%" 8° 

e [ 8° | 12] iow| m | — | rm | 10° | 9 

o [7s |e io | 7m | mH | —- | ov | 3% 
ce 12° | 14% | 12ve [9% | 10> [ove | | ie 

% 10° | 13%° | 11v? | 8% 9° 8%? | 11° = 

It is evident from the quotation on the previous page that Leo had 
been in some confusion for a number of years as to exactly which de- 
grees to assign to the orbs of aspects. Yet this confusion is undetectable 
in his work as he writes with apparent confidence when stating the num- 
ber of degrees for each aspect, discarding one set of orbs after another as 
time went by. 

Somehow, Leo managed to persuade Raphael’ and Sepharial’® that his 
“orbs of aspects” concept was worthy of endorsement since variations of 
it appeared later in their writings. Still, they had their own views on the 
matter and it was a number of years before Raphael abandoned the tradi- 
tional method outlined in his book Horary Astrology. He had presented 
the traditional method of determining the orbs between two planets while 
adding X, but omitting ¥: 


Uranus is 8, Saturn is 8, Jupiter 10, Mars 8, the Sun 17, Venus 
8, Mercury 8, the Moon 12...Suppose the Sun is approaching the 
conjunction of Mars, you add their two orbs together, which is 25, 
and divide by two which is 12 and a half; therefore, when the Sun 
gets within 12 and a half degrees of Mars, the effects of the Sun 
conjunct Mars commence. It is the same with the other planets. 


5 Confusion of Prophets, by Patrick Curry, published by Collins and Brown, 
London 1992. Robert T. Cross, was the sixth and last known Raphael from 
1876-1923. 

10 ibid., page 126. Sepharial was born Walter Richard Old on 20th March 1864 
at about 1:30am at Richmond House in Handsworth, Birmingham, England. 
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He did not explain specifically why he had decided to allocate 8° to X 
as opposed to any other number of degrees"! 

In Raphael’s book The Key and Guide to Astrology, where the preface 
was signed by one Edwin raphael [sic], he had abandoned the foregoing 
method and accepted Leo’s theory while adding a few additions of his 
own: 


The orbs of Uranus, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars. Venus and Mer- 
cury, when applying are about 6 degrees, and when separating 
from an aspect, they may be reckoned as 8 degrees. 

The Sun and Moon have larger orbs. You may reckon the Sun 
when applying as 12 degrees and when separating as 17 degrees; 
and the Moon 8 degrees when applying and 12 degrees when 
separating from an aspect. 

These orbs apply only to the following aspects viz., the con- 
Junction, sextile, square, trine and opposition. 

The minor aspects viz., the semi-sextile, quintile and bi-quintile 
I consider only when the planets are within 2 degrees applying, 
and 3 degrees separating. 

The semi-square, and sesquiquadrate are to be reckoned 3 de- 
grees when applying, and 4 degrees when separating, that is, with 
the planets; the Sun and Moon may be allowed an extra | degree. 

With respect to the parallel, I do not allow more than 2 degrees 
either way.'? 


It would appear therefore that Raphael was the first to suggest that 
applying and separating aspects could have different orbs, and that sepa- 
rating aspects are more powerful than applying ones. 

In his book Elementary Astrology, undated, Sepharial gave the fol- 
lowing orbs for the planets. 


The Sun, 15 degrees, the Moon 12, Jupiter, 10, Saturn, 9, Venus 8, 
Mars 7 and Mercury, Uranus and Neptune, 5 degrees each."* 


However, in The Manual of Astrology he wrote that: 


" Horary Astrology, by Raphael, published W. Foulsham & Co. 4 Pilgrim 
Street, Ludgate Hill, London 1897. page 4. 

" The Key and Guide to Astrology, by Raphael, published by W. Foulsham & 
Co. Yeovil Road, Slough, Bucks, England. The Preface is dated Christmas, 
1905. According to the copy in the library at the Astrology Study Centre it was 
published in 1926. 

3 Elementary Astrology, by Sepharial, published by W. Foulsham & Co. Lon- 
don, 1929. page 25. This was a re-issue of Astrology Simplified first published in 
1921. 
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Planets are called “in aspect” to one another when, at birth, 
they are found to be within 5 degrees of any of the distances indi- 
cated in the list of aspects.'* 


It would seem therefore that Sepharial as well as Raphael had suc- 
cumbed to Leo’s influence and adopted the theory that aspects had orbs, 
and even though he was familiar with the traditional method, he eventu- 
ally rejected it. 


ONCLUSION 

Leo’s influence concerning the orbs of aspects has been a power- 

ful one that has spread throughout western astrology. He never at 
any time gave a clear explanation as to how he had arrived at this con- 
cept or how it really worked, since he continually changed and never 
settled on one set of orbs for the aspects. 

The modern practice of tightening the orbs is well meaning but mis- 
taken, since it is thought that narrower orbs will pinpoint the aspects 
more accurately. This practice tends to remove important aspects simply 
because their orbs are considered to be too wide by modern standards. 
Yet these so-called wider aspects which were used by astrologers for a 
thousand years before the end of the 19th century, would clarify the natal 
horoscope much more if they were included. Only by using the orbs of 
planets as specified by Al Biruni and others throughout history can the 
meaning of the horoscope and its potential become more accessible. 

This article was written to demonstrate that the so-called moderniza- 
tion of astrology undertaken in regard to orbs by Alan Leo, was ill con- 
ceived and inaccurate. Having shown through the history of these 
changes that confusion now reigns in this area of astrology, isn’t it now 
time to revert to the correct and fitting method of designating orbs to 
planets, and to banish the illusion that aspects have orbs of influence? 


© 


This article is reproduced with permission from Maurice McCann's 1997 
book The Void of Course Moon. Published by Tara Astrological Publi- 
cations, 73B Dresden Road, London N19 3BG, England. 


'4 The Manual of Astrology, by Sepharial, The preface was dated 1898, London. 
Later it was re-published by Foulsham in 1962 with several alterations made to 
the original. In the preface “Sepharial” mentioned the discovery of Pluto in 
1930, yet Patrick Curry reports in A Confusion of Prophets that he died on a3 
December 1929! 
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Orbs of Primary Directions 
RUMEN KOLEV 


Y VENTS that coincide within a day to exact primary directions 

| are very rare. Events most often deviate in time from the hit 

dates of the corresponding directions. This supports the theory 

that a direction has a period of time over which it operates. 

This period extends on both sides of the exact hit day and is called the 

time-orb of the direction. Generally an event associated with the nature 
of the direction can be expected to take place within this time-orb. 

In his unsurpassed classic, Berechnung der Ereigniszeiten' (Calcula- 
tion of the Time of Events), the German astrologer Erich Karl Kuehr 
(1899-195 1) was the first to present a consistent and logical theory of the 
orbs of the primary directions”. The planets are not points but discs and 
their coordinates given in an ephemeris or by a computer program have 
been calculated for the center of their visible discs. So exact hit dates are 

| in fact computed for the time when the 

centers of the heavenly bodies come in 

9 Horizon contact. However, the discs of the 

promissor and the significator will actu- 

ally be in contact for some time both be- 

fore and after the exact conjunction. 

Having this in mind Kuehr deduced time- 

orbs of a direction from the visible di- 
ameters of the planet’s discs. 

Figure 1: In directions to the angles (see Fig. 1), 

28" = 3 days orb for the significator is an ideal imaginary line 

Pd. — Desc. (the MC/IC or ASC/DESC). To deter- 

If exact hit = July 25 mine the time orb of these directions only 

Period of action will be the disc size of the promissor needs to be 

July 22 to July 28. taken into account. Its diameter (in 
equatorial degrees) is converted to time 
using the Ptolemy key (1° = 1 year. For any other time key the result will 
be roughly the same). In doing this we actually compute the time-span 
during which the disc of the promissor will be in contact with the angle. 
In this manner the period of time when the direction is active will corre- 
spond to the period of time when the disc of the planet is in contact with 
the given line on the celestial sphere. If we divide this period in half we 
will obtain the interval before and after the exact hit date during which 
the event can be expected to occur. This is the time orb. 


' Published in Goerlitz, Germany in 1936. 
? Placidus and Sepharial also hint at such a theory in their books. 
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In the case of an interplanetary direction (see Fig. 2) we must sum the 
diameters of both the promissor and the significator. This will give the 
time when the discs of the planets will be in contact. If we convert this 
to days and months with the Ptolemy key and then divide it in two, we 
obtain the time-orb of the given interplanetary direction. This time-orb 
before and after the exact hit delineates the period of operation of the 
direction. Here I must mention that Kuehr does this not only for inter- 
planetary conjunctions but also for interplanetary aspectual directions. 
This is because an aspect place of a disc must be a disc itself. 

The sizes of the planet’s discs 
vary depending on their distances 
from the Earth. The following table 
lists the minimum and maximum 
possible values for the diameters of 
the planet’s discs, as well as the cor- 
responding theoretical and practical 
time-orbs. I have observed that even 
Fi a working with these theoretical time- 

‘igure 2: 3 * 
2" + 15'54" = 15'56" = 95 orbs vs sees fee oes the 
expected period of a direction’s ac- 
days arb for Oe. => of tion. I have therefore modified the 
theory to include a possible “halo” 
zone around the discs of the planets 
that will increase their tune-orb The 
practical orbs that I give in the table have been derived empirically in the 

course of my practice. 

Since the © and the ) are very large in diameter relative to other 
bodies, we can éxpect correspondingly large deviations when directing 
them in any kind of primary direction. Excluding them from the picture 
and assuming that we know the birth time with a precision of ten seconds 
as well as the most efficient time-key for the chart in consideration, we 
can expect that events associated with directions to the angles will have 
an average deviation of one to three months. 

In practice, the most exact directions are those to the MC arid the IC. 
The deviations of the directions to the Ascendant and Descendant are 
often much greater. I suspect the reason for this is connected with refrac- 
tion. Refraction is the change in the direction of a ray that passes through 
the Earth’s atmosphere. It depends on the physical characteristics of the 
atmosphere and the altitude of the heavenly body. The closer a body is to 
the horizon the bigger the refraction. It is refraction that causes us to see 
a planet rising when it is still below the horizon; we also see it setting 
when mathematically it is already below the horizon. Refraction and the 
time-orbs of the primary directions are a subject in themselves and it’s a 
pity that there is not have enough space to expound it here in detail. In 
short, if refraction does influence directional arcs it does so only to those 


If exact hit date = January 26. 
Expected period of action will 
be from October 21 to May 1. 
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Possible Planet Disc Sizes 


& Time Orbs 
Planet Possible dise size Time orb 

Minimum_| Maximum | Theoretical | Practical 
[o) 3l' 32! 3 months | 9 months 
d ar 32! 3 months | 6 months 
y 30" 50" 2-3 days | 3 months 
2 10" {' 1-3 days | 3 months 
% 15" 20" 1 day 2 months 
v 4" Ist 1 day 3 months 
g 4" 10" 1 day 3 months 
x 4" 4" Shours | 2 months 
¥ oy sid 4 hours 2 months 
B 0.2" 0.2" 20 minutes | 2 months 


to the horizon: the arc of a direct direction to 
the Ascendant will become shorter, a converse 
direction longer. The opposite holds for direc- 
tions to the Descendant. The correction for 
refraction amounts to no more than 4° or 6 
months. 

The }'s parallax is something apart from 
refraction, If we take this into account we will 
work with the visible or so-called topocentric 
position of the ). It can differ from the “ true 
position by around 1° 

One last thing to be considered of philo- 
sophical and symbolic importance connected 
with orbs is the angular threshold of the hu- 
man eye. This threshold is five minutes of arc. 
In other words, we can see two points as sepa- 
rate only if the distance between them is 
greater than five minutes. If we convert this 
into time (1° = 1 year), the five arc-minutes equates to one month, which 
is perhaps the limit for the average exactness of astrological predictions 
for major events. 


° 0000 
mw CORA AS NO WU 


This article is republished with permission from Dr. Rumen Kolev's Primary 
Directions I: Directions to MC, IC, ASC & DESC. Published by Astro-Research 
Center 'Zenith", Radko Dimitriev Str. #13 B, ap. 3, Varna-9000, Bulgaria. 


e-mail: zenith@mbox.di, 
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Data Etcetera 
Victor Hugo 


There is a sacred horror about everything grand. It is easy to admire 
mediocrity and hills; but whatever is too lofty, a genius as well as a 
mountain, an assembly as well as a masterpiece, seen too near, is ap- 
palling... Hence there is more dismay than admiration. 


Mrises, ¥o bh POP KP; DAF, Fay 


Writer born in Besangon, France (47N14, 6E02) on February 26", 
1802 (10:06 p.m. GMT, biography). He wrote his first play at the age of 
14, and went on to become the most prolific French writer of the 19 
century. The most popular of his early books was Notre Dame de Paris 
(The Hunchback of Notre Dame). He was elected to the Legislative As- 
sembly but in 1851 was forced to flee into exile to Brussels and later the 
Channel Islands. There he wrote his panoramic novel of social history, 
Les Misérables. He returned to Paris in 1870, became a senator, and on 
his death was given a national funeral. 
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Gustave Flaubert 


Iam growing so peevish about my writing. I am like a man whose ear 
is true but who plays falsely on the violin: his fingers refuse to reproduce 
precisely those sounds of which he has the inward sense. Then the tears 
come rolling down from the poor scraper's eyes and the bow falls from 
his hand. 


Trises, Yo KAO aM; ) PORK Pa oak 


Novelist, born on December 12” 1821 (04:05 a.m., GMT, birth cer- 
tificate) at Rouen in France (49N26, 1W08). He first studied law, then 
turned to writing. His masterpiece was Madame Bovary (1857), which 
was condemned as immoral and its author (unsuccessfully) prosecuted. 
He was a master of the short story, while his genius as a letter writer is 
apparent in the volumes of his Correspondance. 
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Al Morrison's Aphorisms 
Compiled by Karen Christino 


LH. MORRISON (1916-1995) became interested in astrol- 
ogy in April of 1940, with % ¢ his ascendant; it is back at that 
position now. 

Morrison devoted most of his more than fifty years as an 
astrologer to teaching, consulting, research, and publishing, so never got 
around to bringing out his own work in book form. Towards the end of 
his life he envisioned a book based on his voluminous correspondence, in 
which much of his work had already been documented, and sought 
someone to produce it for him. With B ¢ $ in IL, he'd typically put the 
same request to a number of people, thus ensuring at least one positive 
response; none, however, were up to the challenge. This was not sur- 
prising. Morrison had an extraordinarily large correspondence that he 
had meticulously carbon-copied for over 40 years. It was stored in so 
many filing cabinets and boxes throughout his small apartment that one 
could only with some effort get to the front windows to water the plants. 

Though a few friends and I had finally agreed to handle the project 
(hoping against hope for some miraculous electronic breakthrough to 
lighten the load), it seems like it was not to be. Though the book was 
explicitly spelled-out in his will, his daughter and executor has not, in 
over three years, responded to letters on the matter. Neither she nor her 
brother were astrologers, and presumably 
have no idea of the value of the material. 

Here, then, are some of Al's apho- 
isms. Though they certainly don't do 
him justice, at least they offer a little look 
at the depth and breadth of his work. He 
emphasized the new but was firmly 
grounded in the traditional. One of his 
strengths was that he could be extremely 
discriminative, making fine distinctions in 
his judgements. Many of the following 
statements are pure Morrison, as his let- 
ters and articles captured his uniquely 
characteristic writing style. These are as nearly unedited as I can man- 
age, to avoid introducing anything that is not original. Others, however, 
are from my notes, where we may get the substance of what was said, but 
usually lack his illimitable style. As Al was so persnickety, he'd proba- 
bly be horrified at the slipshod manner with which I've combined the 
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two: I’ve thus set off the former in italics. I've also indicated, where I 
could, other astrologers' work he quoted. 


AIH. Morrison 
00:15 a.m. CST on July 18" 1916 
North Little Rock, Arkansas: 34N45, 92W16. 
(data from him) 


Astrology aphorisms: 


« Today we only use a tiny portion of what we have available as as- 
trologers. 


«© Sis a comet, the only comet of its kind. Since comets do not rule 
zodiac signs, there is no basis in tradition for any sign rulership of & 


(1985). 
* You must use 4. 


¢ &o the ascendant indicates that the entire life is a burden of being 
different for the sake of being different. 


¢ Transits by é to the Midheaven, Ascendant or © will always re- 
direct the career situation. & is quite accurate. 
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Natal 60 my $ manifests as serious difficulty in all routine countings or 
routine arithmetic. 


& at 2 degrees T retrograde and intercepted is the only fire in the 
US. chart. 


Ceres indicates the details: things in which there is never duplication, 
always a slight difference. It rules the cultivation of food, both gar- 
dening and farming, and the action of mass-production. Everything 
ruled by Ceres is produced only in bulk quantities of nearly 
alike/never very different grains/berries/whatever. 


Ceres is the only benefic of the major asteroids. 


Vesta — Dedication, sacrificing for a cause, chastity, abstention, 
prudence, the practical and pragmatic. 


Juno in the 7" means cooperation with a mate/partner — the most 
important factor in existence. 


The inept, ignorant and incompetent who thrive so well in bureau- 
cratic power have the asteroid Toro strongly placed in their horo- 
scopes. They are stubborn, persistent and apt to be very difficult to 
cope with. 


Psychic talents manifest only when the asteroid Psyche is heavily 
involved (transiting or progressed to Psyche or from Psyche). When 
these aspects are over, blatant manifestation fades out. 


Pholus is a new object beyond X but this side of ¥ Thus far (1994) 
people who have natal Pholus in any exact major aspect with any 
planet or angle of their charts tend to be involved, usually on their 
own initiative, in collective social and/or political issues beyond 
what their own personal prosperity would or should reach. These 
are the people who walk picket lines in strikes, demonstrate in mass 
rallies when the occasion arises. I offer this anecdotal information 
merely as a starting point. I have no idea what our views of the new 
bodies will be later. I haven't much talent as a prophet. 


People born with the ) Void of Course suffer a subtle distortion or 
hindrance of their fluent expression or experience of emotions. Of- 
ten what most people perceive as trivial takes on intense emotional 
importance to them. Sometimes they are untouched by what would 
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distress most people, as if simply unable to feel reality in even major 
tragedy. 


When the progressing ) goes VOC in relation to the planets of the 
natal horoscope, there occurs a period in which political and busi- 
ness capabilities are severely diminished. This period may last for a 
few hours, or for more than a year, according to the details of the 
natal horoscope. This experience comes to all people, without ex- 
ception, about every 2-1/2 years, at dates determined by the natal 
horoscope. 


The VOC ) in elections: when you insist on creating a project under 
this influence, you'll get a result other than what you expect. Exam- 
ple: Titanic sailing. 


Planets represent action. Signs are the function. Action can serve 
any function. Ceres in JI? serves the function of the sign through 
making distinctions, being persnickety. Aspects are the mechanisms 
by which actions are implemented (after Barbara Watters). Houses 
describe situations, conditions, opportunities. 


A thorough study of astrology demands three years on the signs, 
three years of the planets, three years of houses, and twelve years for 
the aspects. 


165 degree aspect: it is in the affairs of the houses tenanted by the 
planets in this aspect that the native has the unending capability of 
carrying on, continuing, in total disregard of all practical reality. 
There is nothing like the nagging persistence of the 165 degree as- 
pect, just never say die, never stop trying, never give up on negoti- 
ating the non-negotiable. 


Quintiles show the capability of working magic. They give complete 
inner serenity, you know what you need, your neural systems put out 
a good pattern. This can be very dangerous, it's not automatically 
beneficial. Hitler had five Quintiles. 

Biquintile — heavy positive. 

Semi-Quintiles — 36 degrees — indicate a stroke of luck. 

Septile — 51 degrees, stems and pieces: gives the capability of a 


broad attention span, never resolves. Indicates ingenuity, one is able 
to fit things together. Not a rational aspect. 
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Novile — holding fast, picks up the next octave, cycle, tum of the 
spiral. 

Squares give greater accuracy, natural aptitude for handling precision, dO 
%: extreme cruel, ugly temper and/or diamond cutter, exact precision. 


The opposition gives the opportunity for objectivity. 


Things relative to the ascendant by exact aspect indicate what the 
public sees, The rest is beyond being viewed. 


An unaspected planet is deprived or exempt from its full expression. 


There is something stiff, fossil, about extreme precise aspects. The 
people who have them are not able to change. 


The Golden Section was re-discovered in modern times by Fibonacci 
— it is referred to in science as the Fibonacci series. The dimen- 
sions of the pyramids in Egypt are in Golden Sections. 


Golden Section proportions are consistent in all known life forms, 
including bacteria and virus. They appear in the architecture of 
Stonehenge, Cathedral of Chartres in France, the Glastonbury Cathe- 
dral (see the work of Sir Keith Crichlow). From the elbow to the 
shoulder is A; from the tip of finger to the elbow is B. From the na- 
val up is A, navel down is B. H’O is a Golden Mean ratio. 


Dividing the 360 degrees of the zodiac by the ratio of the Golden Sections, 
we get the following series of arcs: 

Beta: 222 degrees 29' 32" 

Alpha: 137 degrees 30' 28" 

Redivide the above by 137 degrees 30' 28": 

Beta: 84 degrees 59' 06" 

Alpha: 52 degrees 31'24", and so on. 
Each of these successive derivative Golden Sections is an astrolog- 
cal aspect. Planets at these angles will over-manifest in life, style, 
behavior, character. 


Transits represent circumstances, opportunities, and conditions, i.e. 
the weather report. 


Progressions indicate interchanges within the individual in which 
they become ready to do something: dawning readiness. Example: 
A child may be given a tricycle but cannot yet learn to ride it. 
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Progressions indicate the maturing of character caused by the 
changing nature of the person. They show the perpetual evolution of 
the spirit. 


Progressed periods that include mutual receptions will indicate 
stormy periods, times of turbulence. 


Events that come about when heliocentric aspects are perfect are 
caused by natural forces beyond any/all human control. Extreme ex- 
ample: a meteor from outerspace survives passage through atmos- 
phere, hits somebody or something. Events that come about when 
geocentric aspects are perfect are the result of interaction between 
humanity and nature. We change the environment, suffer the conse- 
quences, Events that arise after some aspect has come and gone are 
a matter of a degree having been sensitized. Example: every time a 
planet makes conjunction (geocentric) with the degree of a past 
eclipse, some event or situation arises as an echo of the eclipse 


Events arising with perfection of progressing parallel or contrapar- 
allels when they become exact in Secondary Progression are caused 
primarily by the human spirit, with only minimal use of physically 
existing circumstances. Example (hypothetical): it dawns on some- 
body that s/he doesn't really believe any/all of "this crap." 


The events which come with exact aspects by Progressed Ascendant 
Are are primarily personal (usually totally subjective) happenings 
and/or situations, 


The progressed )'s cycle is biological, indicating the development of 
sexuality. »'s transit cycle indicates your responsibilities and your 
perception of time. 


The progressed )'s cycle in declination at its peak (north) is a time 
when nothing is working from prior lifetimes. At the bottom (south), 
all memories of prior incarnations are available. 


One should be aware of the paths of Eclipses that happened prior to 
and following birth. One of them will be important in some manner 
to the person's life — where their parental lineage leads, friends from 
there, ties of some sort. The tie may be of a karmic nature or through 
reincarnation. Example: Many Solar Eclipse lines cross near Pearl 
Harbor for 1880-1930 births — destiny. 
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In 1968 my beginners’ class had speculated that where the path of a 
Solar Eclipse crossed a complex of major geological faults (as in the 
famous San Andreas fault, and many more important, but less inves- 
tigated, fault systems), a quake would happen at the next transit of 
Saturn over the degree of the Solar Eclipse. 


In 1975 I found that in several major earthquakes, the predominant 
pattern in the charts of the quakes was what I then called a GIGGY. 
A GIGGY (always all in caps) consists of any of an infinite variety of 
patterns in which the chart is mainly a see-saw pattern (as defined 
by Marc Edmund Jones), centered on an opposition, but also with a 
lopsided thrust. There must also be a Johndro aspect (165 degrees) 
or a Kepler aspect (150 degrees) involving one of the major planets 
of the opposition, near the southern meridian (MC) of the quake 
chart. I found this fairly consistently in the charts of quakes avail- 
able to me. 


A yod is only true if the focal point is the heaviest planet — other- 
wise the energy is dissipated, there is no focus. The true yod endows 
a fiendish coherence, as the Ayatolla Khomeini had (5/17/00, $-9-)X 
yod). 


The Q describes lessons yet to be learned: the conjectural, possible 
future. The U represents things so heavily overlearned in prior in- 
carnations that you repeat behavior until you learn better. 


Personal changes in the affairs of the houses containing the 8's of 
the Y's orbit always come with changes in direction by the Pro- 
gressing &2's. These are a matter of destiny, we have little or no op- 
tions/alternatives. 


Those born with the J's Q's Direct are a distinct different other or- 
der of humanity. We cannot conform to any generally accepted so- 
cial norm, in the situations specified by the houses in which our J's 
Q's find themselves at birth. 


Those born with the Lunar Q's direct tend to make an uphill life of 
whatever they choose for a vocation. Often they are prone to act on 
principle rather than profit-motivation. While the 's are Direct in 
Secondary Progression, the career of the native is hindered by 
stress, harsh competition, and often by his own efforts to change 
conditions. While the Q's are Direct in Transit, ordinary routines 
take on a somewhat more brisk pace, and variances from normal are 
more apt to show up. In Horary, the Direct Q seems to indicate the 
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native is doing things the hard way, perhaps pursuing some imprac- 
tical course. 


One should use different house systems for different things. Exam- 
ple: Alcabitius represents people as they are, with no reference to 
social environments, without typical constraints. Placidus shows 
people within society. Koch indicates the person's psychological na- 
ture, 


Rapid mental chemistry: ¥ ahead of the © with a fast ). Slow mental 
chemistry: % follows the ©, ) slow. Deliberates, sees only that 
which is sought. 


The 8" house indicates departure into the other life, rebirth, crossing, 
as well as the reason for passing. The 4" house indicates the circum- 
stance at the end of life. 


B indicates reversion to what we used to be a long time ago — 
primitive impulses. The astrology of cancer is mainly a matter of 
Pluto. Heavy P aspects in the natal chart create a massive obsession 
bit, others are relatively exempt. B = low self. © = high self. P on 
the Midheaven in event or election charts represents totality: leaves 
no trace, destroys. 


Animals are more in sync with the ) than the ©. Plants are tied to 
the solar cycle. 


No water (at all) in the chart shows someone incapable of sympathy 
or empathy. No fire — a desperate effort to be the most flaming, 
hottest thing there is (after Charles Jayne). 


From the viewpoint of astrology, there cannot be any two cases of 
midlife crisis anywhere near alike. There are no two charts alike, 

nor are the details, sequences or transits and progressions anywhere 

near alike. And it is here that the details of the individual experience 
are spelled out. 


Our astrology is mainly a male astrology based on masculine values, 
priorities, social roles, physiology and psychology. There has never 
been developed any significant text or tradition of any really femi- 
nine astrology (1984). 


In geocentric astrology, it is of great importance to note whether the 


next coming conjunctions will be inferior or superior. It makes a 
great difference in delineation. 
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All induced and Caesarian births naturally pre-empt both the natural 
birth process and at least some of the final developments within the 
womb. The impact of such extreme prematurity is that such natives 
never achieve mature emotional balance. 


People born during meteor showers are different in character and 
personality: more open, more adventurous. 


There's no excitement between Astro-twins, clones. Though admir- 
ing one's own quality in the other, subtle differences produce a total 
intolerable situation. 


If the chart says "X" in one way, it also says exactly the same thing 
in any number of ways (Marc Edmund Jones). 


Metaphysics: 


1 do not know whether a newly discovered body has some intrinsic 
nature which impels non-astrological scientists to assign such a body 
an appropriate name, or whether there is something in the collective 
human psyche (not quite the same as Jung's ‘collective unconscious’) 
which imposes onto the newly discovered body the astrological influ- 
ence consistent with its name. 


I doubt seriously if | could have done anything to alleviate my partial 
loss of hair; it's a genetic characteristic, inherited, and it has this set 
time of life in which it has manifested for generations. This is Fate. 
Free Will would be the actual exercise of some control over the phe- 
nomena of life and history — not just the fantasy of thinking what it 
would be like IF, but actual power over reality — magic. I feel that 
we none of us have nearly as much Free Will as we would like to 
think, but much more than we actually ever try to exert. 


ESP, precognition, clairvoyance, clairaudience work erratically. 
When you need it, you have all you need. 


The past and future are in mutual reception. 


W. H. Chaney (1821-1903) and 1 are the same spirit in two different 
incarnations. My life scenario parallels, duplicates his, with occa- 
sional changes such as a theatrical scriptwriter might introduce in a 
playscript to improve its chances of being a hit. I do find some defi- 
nite minor improvements! 


Considerations XII: 4 


If you are not doing what you incarnated to do, or if you are ineffec- 
tively doing it, you'll go. You're not allowed to leave if you are ef- 
fectively doing what you should. Barbara Watters gave an example 
of driving on a superhighway: each exit is an opportunity to get off, 
but we don't necessarily take them. There are very few opportuni- 
ties, and certain criteria must be met at each. What is the context of 
where the person is in their mission? Is the spirit willing to go on? 


The steel frames in our buildings serve to cut us off from exposure to 
the natural flickerings of the planetary magnetic field — deprives us 
of the experience. This is a negative influence on the quality of liv- 
ing. This is why life is more enjoyable in camping out, hiking, ca- 
noeing, walking along the beach, playing golf, watching tennis and 
baseball. Sitting inside a steel frame building watching TV images 
doesn't do it — is not the real experience. Stone buildings allow the 
magnetic field through. My building has almost no steel in it, most 
of it is the plumbing and steam radiators. Life is more interesting 
here than in heavy buildings with steel frames. 


Reality is a kind of hologram — it doesn't matter which test area or 
observational post, you'll eventually get the same answer. There is 
only one reality. 


The deal is to enjoy every minute as we go. If we can do it with the 
spirit and enthusiasm of a 9-year old, as if we hadn't seen it before, 
all the better! 

Personal observations: 
Give 'em a hard time. Give ‘em all a hard time. 
Long ago my clients in the business of lobbying and molding public 
opinion taught me that if I do not like what is printed about me and 
my profession, the thing to do is SQUAWK! The media will NOT 
print your rebuttal, but they will not do the same thing again. 


You have to keep repeating and insisting and shouting until they lis- 
ten. 


Ancient saying: if you really want X, get busy inventing ways and 
means to ask for X. Don't Ever Give Up! 
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Christino: Al. H. Morrison's Aphorisms 


© Not ALL of what one gets from the media is propaganda, but much 
is. As our culture is dedicated to destabilizing people, astrologers 
must try to help their clients be themselves. This is why the estab- 
lishment views capable astrologers as dangerous to their cause. 


e Spread the good shit, fertilize the field. 


* My flowers literally talk to me with their behavior. My tempera- 
mental white geranium happened to survive three evictions here in 
NYC after I rescued it from a woman who did not want it, but was 
letting it die in a garage, intentionally (some people are like that). 
After 15 years with me, it finally bloomed once, on my birthday. 
After that it bloomed once only every year, but always did it on my 
birthday at 10 am. 


© There exist in Ireland no lima beans. So I send / pound with recipe 
for cooking. Enough of this cultural exchange and we will have a 
uniform world. However, we must somehow keep enough differences 
to make it interesting. Paradox. 


© Here in Dublin (53N20), full daylight now comes about 3 AM sum- 
mertime — dark settles in about 10 PM. The days will get longer 
until solstice. Strange and provocative experience — nothing like 
comparing life in the tropics with 12 hour days and 12 hour nights 
with this strange cycle of long long long summer days and long long 
long winter nights. I do recommend such experience! 


e Witha mind like this, you never get bored. 
© Theodore Sturgeon's Law (science fiction) saz 90% of anything is 
crap. Since we do not understand 90% of this text, we tentatively 


concur. Our zen obligation ceases when we wrap this up and put it 
into the post. 


AIH. Morrison died at 3:10 p.m. on May 28", 1995 
in New York City, according to hospital records. 


Many thanks to Edward L. Dearborn and Maurice McCann for providing me 
with some of the materials I drew upon for this piece. 
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Books & Software Considered 


Placidus 

Software for Primary Directions by Dr. Rumen Kolev. 

Requires Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, 10Mb free disk space, 4Mb RAM 
(8 Mb or higher is recommended), 386 or better, 30Mhz. Math coproc- 
essor is recommended. Version 1.3 costs $370. Available from: Dr. Ru- 
men Kolev, “Radko Dimitriev” str 13 B, ap. 3; Varna-9000, Bulgaria. 
Tel: 359-52-220915. e-mail: zenith@mbox.digsys.bg 


A while back I wrote a book on how to calculate primary directions in 
the hope that someone else would come along and write the software to do 
these calcs (since I hate programming). At last, ten years later, someone 
has done so. Dr. Rumen Kolev’s Placidus program (for Windows 95) is 
exactly what I envisioned when I wrote the book: it does everything I’d 
hoped for, and lots more to boot. 

In the first place it has a useful tutorial on what primary directions are: 
their history in the astrological literature, the mathematics of primaries, 
and the various controversies which have surrounded the technique. While 
Kolev himself prefers Placidus primaries, his program can be used also 
for Campanus, Regiomontanus and Topocentric primary directions, and 
these can be timed by any of nine different time keys (at the user’s op- 
tion). 

The natal chart and the primary directions (conjunctions) to angles 
(which are the same in most systems of primary directions) are calculated 
immediately and there is a cute ‘rectify’ function that moves forward or 
backward in time (in one or ten second, minute, or hour increments) that 
immediately recalculates all the directions (mundane or zodiacal) to angles 
for the new time, thus enabling the user to instantly perform trial rectifi- 
cations of uncertain birth times. This feature alone is worth its weight in 
gold; indeed, playing around with it, I came up with an alternative birth 
time for myself, ten minutes earlier than the one in my baby book that I’ve 
been working with for the past thirty years, which is still vexing me (the 
degree symbols for this variant time are pretty good too; so now I’m in a 
bit of a quandary, still unresolved). 

I am fairly convinced of the near-universal validity of the Placidian 
“True solar arc in Right Ascension” time key; but for those who want to 
experiment with different keys there is a ‘time-line’ function (one ‘time- 
line’ for each direction to an angle, e.g. ‘O ¢ ASC’) that shows when the 
direction occurs according to eight different keys. Interplanetary primaries 
can be calculated in the four different house systems mentioned previously 
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(but with more options for Placidus primaries), and the program also cal- 
culates mundane directions of major fixed stars to angles. Some variant 
techniques, such as Kuehr primary directions and Gauquelin charts, can 
also be calculated. 

Besides its primary directions capabilities, Placidus does solar and lu- 
nar returns, and all possible combinations and permutations of aspects 
between natal, directed, progressed, converse progressed, transiting, solar 
arc, and symbolic (with variable increments) planetary positions (c.g. pro- 
gressed —> progressed aspects, transiting —> converse progressed aspects, 
etc., etc.) in its Navigator feature, which enables you to track these as- 
pects as they come into orb (of your choice), become exact, and then dis- 
solve (the user can choose the speed at which the Navigator moves for- 
ward or back in time). You can also project your horoscope onto a three- 
dimensional, rotating, model celestial sphere (rotates at the speed of your 
choice), which is invaluable in visualizing what is actually happening out 
there in the sky — I wish I’d had something like this when I was trying to 
learn celestial sphere geometry. 

In short, this program is probably all you'll ever need for predictive 
astrology -- except that it doesn’t include asteroids or midpoints, which 
classical astrologers such as myself eschew anyway; and, unfortunately, it 
employs the mean rather than true lunar nodes. 

--M. J. Makransky 


The Houses: Temples of the Sky by Deborah Houlding up. 

ISBN 1-898503-69-6. Published by Ascella Publications, 3 Avondale 
Bungalows, Sherwood Hall Road, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 2NJ, England. 
e-mail: Ascella UK@msn.com. 144 pp. £8.99 


This book may not be long but it is important. It summarizes the con- 
clusion of serious research into the historical derivation and interpretation 
of the Houses and their meanings, which is part of the development of as- 
trology itself. 

Without this knowledge modern astrologers will become more and 
more vague, unable to make a specific statement or reply to a clear ques- 
tion with a clear answer; they will be participators in an art where, to 
quote Robert Hand, "If everything means everything, then nothing means 
anything". 

The book is clearly and precisely written, without any waffle or 
whimsy. I think it's a great book and I will immediately add it to the list of 
necessary reading on the Qualifying Horary Practitioner course. I urge 
astrologers of every kind to study it before entering into any sort of argu- 
ment. 

---Olivia Barclay 
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Digital Astrology by Richard Houck. 
Published by Groundswell Press, MD. Box 8925, Gaithersburg, MD 20898. 
Paper, 280 pages. 1998. $16.95. ISBN: 0-9641612-7-3 


Astrologers often wonder why seemingly powerful transits at times do 
not have the expected effects. Whoever wants to have deeper insight into 
this confusing phenomenon should read this excellent book on ashta- 
kavarga by Richard Houck. Several thousand years ago Indian masters, 
such as the great Parashara, already worked with this system, which pro- 
vides a base for understanding the strengths and weaknesses of transit 
influences. In ashtakavarga the lights, the planets and the Ascendant have 
a certain number of brownie points (between 39 and 56) at their disposal. 
Each of these stellar bodies distributes its own basket of brownie points 
(or bindus) to itself and the others according to special rules. For instance, 
the ©, who has a basket of 48 bindus, gives to himself one bindu each to 
the 1°, 2"! q'* 7" go" 10" and 11" House from his own placement. 
To the ) he gives one bindu each to the 3%, 6", 10" and 11" House (from 
the )'s placement), and so it goes on with different bindu patterns for each 
of the remaining entities. The result is a digital spreadsheet (Houses over 
stellar bodies and Ascendant) with the spaces filled with either 0 or 1. In 
total, cach of the twelve Houses has now received a certain number of 
bindus from the ©. Some Houses may have become very much favored 
by a great number of ©-bindus (the maximum is 8, the average 4), 
whereas others are disadvantaged with less than 4, and even down to the 
disastrous Zero. Thus the transiting © will shine brightly and favorably in 
a House with a high number of ©-bindus, while dark clouds cover him in 
Houses with low bindu numbers, 

As each of the stellar bodies gives bindus to itself and to others, there 
are separate spreadsheets for each of them, When all the spreadsheets are 
taken together, we get a Grand Total of bindus for each House, with an 
average number of 28. Again, planets transiting through Houses with an 
above-average total bindu count function significantly better than when in 
Houses with low numbers. In fact, disaster may loon when the count is 
below 18 bindus. Such effects may be completely contrary to what one 
might have expected on the basis of other factors in the chart and the tran- 
sits. 

The calculation of bindus used to be a time-consuming routine work, 
which astrologers usually avoided unless they received a substantially 
higher amount of lucre. However, most computer programs for jyotish 
(Vedic or Hindu astrology) now make it easy for us, and we get bindu 
distributions at the click of a mouse. 

Richard Houck in his inimitable, highly entertaining and understand- 
able style discusses this important system with many interesting examples, 
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making it clear that ashtakavarga is an essential tool for any astrologer 
who works with transits -- and who doesn't? He compares the tenets and 
aphorisms of the ancient masters against his own experiences, discussing 
influences of rulership, dignities, the calculation of bindus and kakshyas 
(tantalizingly, 1 will leave it to you to find out about kakshyas in the book) 
in available computer programs, and other principles in relation to bindu 
strength. There is a special chapter on Relocation, which is highly relevant 
as a great number of clients seeking astrological advice have moved away 
from their place of birth. 

Using astakavarga entails leaming the basics of Hindu or Vedic astrol- 
ogy, which is in the range of everybody's possibilities as there are a num- 
ber of good introductory books on the market. However, be warned! Rich- 
ard holds in one of his previous books (The Astrology of Death) that any 
Western astrologer learning Hindu astrology will be irreversibly lost to the 
West and go Vedic, whereas the opposite does not seem to occur. 

---Fritz Giildner 


Let’s Consider 


With great regret we note the passing this past spring of a quartet of 
worthy astrologers: 

« John C. Hansen. 

e Jeff Mayo, 

e Pat Miske, 

e Joanna Shannon 


John, born July 10" 1909, was one of our founding subscribers. Read- 
ers should refer to his last communication in Volume X:4, page 89, and 
note the accuracy of his prediction. 

Jeff, the past principal of the Faculty of Astrological Studies, London, 
and author of many valuable textbooks, died in the morning of April 17", 
He was bom at 8 a.m. on October 7”, 1921 in London. 

Pat, who was active for many years in Connecticut, died in Naples, 
Florida on April 29". 

Joanna, a prominent astrological educator and past president of the 
New York NCGR Chapter, died peacefully on June 24". 
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Herb Lubitz writes: 

I happened to be reading the arti- 
cle on Princess Diana in the 
August-October 1997 issue a few 
days before her death and came to 
the realization at that point that 
astrology really had very limited 
value in the affairs of men. Yes, 
she had a terrible chart and author 
Kendal mentions the ¥ transit over 
+ having the effect of dissolving 
the structure of her life, but I don’t 
think she had death in mind. And 
if she did, an astrologer wouldn’t 
tell a client in so many words. 
Words of warning perhaps, but 
would not Diana have taken the 
fatal car ride anyway? 

Astrologers always defend 
themselves against critics by stat- 
ing that it works. They are cor- 
rect. It does work but only in one 
direction. A human event or con- 
dition does not seem to occur un- 
less the astrological conditions are 
present. Now this in itself is re- 


Robert Zoller writes: 


Considerations XIII: 3 


markable having awesome conse- 
quences and is prima facie evi- 
dence for the connection between 
humanity and the universe. How- 
ever, the corollary is not entirely 
true—given a certain astrological 
signature, the prediction, descrip- 
tion of personality, etc. usually 
cannot be determined with cer- 
tainty. There are just too many 
acceptable interpretations avail- 
able. While the number of possible 
interpretations is not infinite, 
given the variety of possibilities, it 
may as well be. It is interesting to 
note that Richard Nolle in 1989 in 
his Star*Tech magazine (out of 
print) reported on a computer 
study of astrologers’ charts and 
found that it was ¥ not that was 
most prominent, indicating that 
some form of intuition or psy- 
chism is what is really at work in a 
good astrologer, 

—wWilmington, Delaware 


Here’s a letter I wrote to a lady who pressed me about my (to her) curi- 
ous repudiation of aliens, Zechariah Sitchen, my belief in angels, etc. I 
thought readers might get a kick out of it: 

In answer to your question as to my belief in space aliens a.k.a. ‘little 


green men’: 


1. I don’t believe in them because I’ve never seen them nor have I 
heard or seen any credible evidence that they exist. 

2. They may exist—and pigs may whistle. ‘May’ and ‘Do’ are distinct 
verbs in English. They are not equivalent. 

3. As to UFO’s, the letters mean ‘Unidentified Flying Object.” If a cow 
was hurled up into the atmosphere by a cyclone and flew by you but 
you didn’t recognize it as a cow, it would be a UFO. When I was 
about 16-17 years old, my father, my mother, my brother, my friend 
from Yonkers and myself saw a disk-like craft with flashing colored 
lights slowly making its way silently about 200-feet in the air up 
Route 301, down East Boyds Road, and then backup 301 and out of 
sight. It bore no markings—it certainly did not say ‘Made on Mars.” 
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It was followed sometime afterwards by a clearly marked DC3 flying 
so low over the trees that you could look into the fuselage through 
the windows. The State Troopers said it was a weather balloon. It 
was no weather balloon. Whether it was made in the USA, I can’t 
say, but I see no reason to assert that it was extraterrestrial in origin. 
I don’t know what it was—except a UFO—i.c., an unidentified fly- 
ing object. 

4. Forgive me for being male, but I try hard to discriminate between 
what I would like to be true and what is true. The shrinks have a 
word for those who can’t—it’s delusional.” 


In answer to your question what do I think of Zechariah Sitchin? 

1, I think he’s an educated orthodox Jew who flipped out, or 

2. I think he’s an astute book writer who knows his audience (1 part 
neo-pagan + | part Old Testament (reinterpreted) + 1 part femino- 
ecology + 2 parts evolution + assorted ‘spices’). Shake thoroughly 
and baste with oil of credulity over a slow fire of spiritual alienation 
fed on doubt and voila! Literary success. Bank on it. The old word 
for this is pandering to the gullibility of the semi-literate, intellectu- 
ally challenged who have too much leisure time and chemically re- 
moved linearity. Oh for the good old days of the Middle Ages when 


heretics were burned! 


In answer to your question how I can believe in angels and not in ali- 
ens? 

1, Angels are attested to in the traditional religious literature of Classi- 
cal Paganism, Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, numerous tribal be- 
liefs, etc. and have been the experience, not only of moderns but also 
of humanity for thousands of years. Aliens are Johnny-come-latelies 
appearing since the 1950’s—even if they exist, why should I care? 

2. Unless space critters can improve my understanding of Medieval 
Astrology, who needs them? 

3. Albanians exist. I don’t know any but I know they exist. So what? I 
share this globe with ‘em and we get along so long as they don’t get 
in the way. It can be the same with space critters too. So long as they 
stay out of the neighborhood, I don’t give a damn. 

4. All this twaddle about space critters results in fools joining cults run 
by crazies, getting castrated, and committing suicide in order to “go 
to the next level.’ ‘Going to the next level’ means leaving behind the 
physical body to be beamed aboard a space craft to go who-knows- 
where with who-knows-whom to do God-knows-what for I-can’- 
guess-who for who-knows-how-long for the-devil-knows-why. Few 
of the subgeniuses who swallow all this trash would get in a car with 
a strange man or woman to go to an unknown destination for an un- 
known purpose and an unknown duration, yet the shit-for-brains 
can’t wait to don purple sneakers and drink poison to participate in 
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the mystery known as Death—go figure. 


Please don’t waste my time with talk of space critters. If you love ali- 
ens, knock yourself out, but leave me to my astrology, alchemy, angels, 
devils, gods and goddesses. I'll make you a deal. You don’t bring up 


space critters and I won’t either, fair? 


Space critters. Bah! Humbug! 


Professor Fritz Giildner writes: 

I followed with interest the ar- 
guments put forward by Jack 
Nicholls and Isaac Starkman in the 
most recent issue of Considera- 
tions. I was struck how outdated 
astrological principles still pervade 
modern thinking. For instance, 
Isaac mentioned P O MC as a 
clearly bothersome configuration, 
where Ebertin has shown ages ago 
(and other authors agree) that 
“hard” aspects can have both 
positive and negative effects. If 
this P is transiting or progressing, 
the effects depend on what aspects 
are formed by the MC and which 
midpoints are activated in the natal 
chart. Of course, it simplifies as- 
trology enormously when we gen- 
erally think of hard aspects as “dif- 
ficult” and “soft” ones as “easy”, 
etc. I perceive a somewhat schizo- 
phrenic trend among astrologers, 
who on the one hand admit that in 
theory hard aspects can be good 
and bad and so can soft aspects, 
but on the other hand say with the 
same breath that in practice hard 
aspects are bad/negative, and soft 
aspects are good/positive. 

To develop good rectification 
methods is vital because of a gen- 
eral uncertainty of the “true” time 
of birth. I was at first very im- 
pressed by Isaac’s method Polaris, 


—New Paltz, New York 


but was left wondering after see- 
ing that he often needs to choose 
the most likely one of several 
maximum scores on the basis of 
maximum hits with Angles or 
even chooses the 2™ or 3 best of 
the scores (naively, I want an out- 
come of one maximum and that 
must be the right one, or the high- 
est one respectively!). 

Strikingly, Isaac’s method has 
led to completely new TOBs for 
e.g. Bill Clinton and Princess Di- 
ana. 

Isaac using aspects to House 
cusps for rectification also troubles 
me. This could only be done when 
one is absolutely sure about the 
validity of the House system in 
question, and this certainty does 
not exist. Rather, I would like to 
propose that he use aspects to ap- 
propriate midpoints, if this is at all 
possible. 

Cosmobiological principles 
have proven time and again to be 
highly meaningful, and using them 
has become a necessity, rather 
than a choice for certain factions 
of astrologers. As lists of events 
are used for finding the TOB, it 
may also be preferable to use hard 
aspects only, which signal events 
better than soft ones and which 
would simplify things for the 
computer. 
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The question of the true TOB is 
still far from clear. In India it is 
the time when the head has ap- 
peared, in the West it is usually at 
the time of the first breath, which 
in most cases is clearly later. If we 
consider Edgar Cayce’s trance 
statements (sce also discussion on 
this topic by Richard Houck in his 
The Astrology of Death), TOB can 
be far away from these times of 
birth, e.g. hours later. 

—Durban, South Africa 


Shelagh Kendal writes: 

Pier Wintle’s adventures with 
\y were particularly interesting to 
me as we have many chart simi- 
larities, and long ago I recognized 
that this planet is very cooperative 
under certain conditions. It makes 
you stretch and grow however re- 
luctant or frightened you may be. 
After all, it is the teacher. In my 
experience, it performs its best 
miracles after one is willing to 
resign control and admit that a 
higher power is in charge by ac- 
cepting que sera sera. 

Perhaps a strong 4 needs an 
equally strong *, and vice versa, 
as it is vital to find a balance be- 
tween taking chances and being 
responsible or between excess and 
deprivation. *’s sense of duty en- 
courages ¥ to offer a prize while 
\’s optimism lightens ’s gloom 
in the inevitable ups and downs of 
our existence. 

\ is a gambler and its price can 
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be a test of faith as if it is daring 
you to walk to the end of the plank 
for what you believe. I think of 
him/her as a guardian angel ap- 
pearing at the last minute, like 
Princess Leah diving to catch 
Luke Skywalker as he dropped 
into nothingness. Living fully re- 
quires that risks have to be taken, 
often without a safety net. At 
times I have had to shut my eyes 
and jump into what appeared to be 
dangerous situations, then out of 
the blue something unexpected 
turned up and J thanked the Great 
Benefic for its protection. 

Another function I ascribe to ¥ 
is that of confirming. Whenever 
inner compulsions have compelled 
me to take a chance against ration- 
ality, they have been followed by 
strange coincidences, which I ac- 
cept as 4 endorsing the dominance 
of faith over reason. I don’t think 
of it as luck, and it doesn’t make 
life easy, exactly, but it gives en- 
couragement like signposts to keep 
going. I would describe it as re- 
acting to belief rather than either 
“feeling” or “deserving”. 

As Pier implied, the planet de- 
mands some inner searching be- 
fore it pays attention. But it is such 
a comfort to know that somewhere 
in the unconscious is an energy to 
call on in crises which gives a 
“thumbs up” if the direction is the 
right one rather than the logical 
one. 

—Milford, Ontario 


Who ? 


Ruth Baker is one of the tutors of the highly regarded Qualifying Horary 
Diploma course. Ruth lives on the Essex coast in England. 


Karen Christino is a consulting astrologer. writer and lecturer who lives 
in Brooklyn, New York. She is the author of Star Secrets (Pocket Books, 
1992), American Astrology magazine "Choose Tour Career" column, and 
numerous magazine articles. 


Professor Fritz Giildner is the chairman of the Department of Anatomy at 
the University of Natal in South Africa. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations 


Shelagh Kendal, a consulting astrologer interested in personal and his- 
torical cycles, has lived in England, Canada and the US. Her book Cycles 
& Spirals explains turning points based on aspects at an individual's differ- 
ent ages. Shelagh now lives in rural Ontario. 


Hideaki Shusch Kokubu is a true-born Tokyoite. He is another of the tu- 
tors of Olivia Barclay's Qualifying Horary Diploma course. Hideaki spends 
his vacations mountaineering and backpacking, and enjoys stargazing in 
the mountains. His website is at http://www.est.co.jp/~kokubu/qhde/ 


Maurice McCann, the editor of the Irish magazine Réalta, lives in Lon- 
don and is a regular contributor on Horary matters in various journals. His 
book The Void of Course Moon, a study of William Lilly's techniques, was 
published by Tara Astrological Publications in 1997, 


Russell Parkinson is a disgruntled botanist (and horary astrologer) now 
working as a civil servant in York, England 


T. Stan Riddle is a professional consulting astrologer, a well-known lec- 
turer, author of several books on astrology and metaphysics, and the pub- 
lisher of a local newsletter. Stan is a regular contributor to Considerations. 


Dr. Rumen Koley (born 00:59:53 a.m. UT, November 29, 1960 at 
43N12, 27ES5) is the author of Placidus, a software program for 

Primary Directions. Educated as an economist at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, Rumen is now a medical intern in Bulgaria. 


Richard Vetter lives in Berlin. Germany. He is a psychologist, consulting 
astrologer and author. He has had many articles published in astrological 
journals and his book Lebendige Astrology was published in 1989. Rich- 
ard’s birth data is 2:15 a.m. CET (01:15 UT). December 26, 1958; 49N10, 
8E45 
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